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Syllabus for 9th Grade World Literature 

                                       Teacher: Ms. C. Bertero, Ms. V. Allen
Course Description: Students will embark on a fascinating voyage through the amazing landscape of world literature. They will be exposed to intriguing mythologies from the Native Americas, Ancient Greece, China, Japan, Africa, India and the Middle East. In addition, freshman students will study the significance and impact of biblical literature in our world. 

Textbook: World Literature by Holt, Rinehart and Winston

Essential Question: “How does man make sense of his world?”
Course Objectives


To recognize the elements of myths and folktales


To distinguish the similarities and differences in style, story, and purpose


To interpret the role of the archetype 


To study the epic as a genre


To understand how literature reflects culture


To identify figurative language


To write a compare/contrast essay


To write an original narrative 


To improve reading and writing skills necessary for regents preparation

Course Outline 

Unit 1- World Myths and Folktales 

             Tales about Beginnings 


 Boewulf

             The Storytelling Stone 


 How the World was Made 


 The Wooden People


 Coyote and the Origin of Death

Unit 2- The Hebrew Bible


In the Beginning from Genesis


The Garden of Eden


The Fall


Noah and the Flood

Unit 3- The Hero and the Quest 


Theseus 

             Osiris and Isis 

             The Green Willow

             The White Snake 

Unit 4- The Ancient Middle East and Ancient Greece

            Julius Caesar

            The Epic of Gilgamesh 

            The Odyssey

Unit 5- The New Testament 


The Parables

 Unit 6- Chinese and Japanese Literature


From the Analects  (Confucius)


From the Tao Te Ching (Lao Tzu)

             Taoist Anecdotes 


Haiku 


Zen Parables 

Unit 7- Indian Literature 

            The Panchatantra 

            Right-Mind and Wrong-Mind

Unit 8- Persian and Arabic Literature 

            The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor 

            The Koran 

In addition, students will learn how mastering grammatical concepts will improve their writing. 

     Textbook: Thinking Through Grammar by Whimbey, Linden, and Frieswyk.   




Expectations

         Students must arrive to class on time prepared with several pens and pencils along with a binder that has a section for English.  Homework assignments must be turned in on time. Any student who is absent will have two days to make up the homework assignment. Final drafts of essays must be typed, proofread, and brought to class on the due date. 

Academic integrity is expected from all students and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student who needs help can make an appointment to see me.  

Assessment                                                                           

Unit exams






                55%

Quizzes 

Essays

Projects

Presentations

Classwork/Homework                                                                                     30% 

Participation 






                15%

 

Communication with the teacher:

I can be reached via Email at Cberter@schools.nyc.gov and the best way via phone 718 796 8516 

Parent’s Signature  ___________________


