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Dear Parents and Students,

 This is a course that focuses on world literature from the Middle Ages to the present. It incorporates the study of novels, plays, poetry and globally diverse short stories. The writers will study this year include: Chaucer, Shakespeare, Wiesel, and many more. In addition, students will spend class time learning new vocabulary, writing literary essays, and learning important concepts of language that will prepare them for next year’s state examination and upper-level courses. Throughout the year, students will be engaged in a variety of learning techniques, some of which will include note-taking, critical thinking, higher-level discussions, speaking/presenting skills, creative projects, and independent analytical & interpretative papers. Work will be kept on file in each student’s portfolio, and students will use previous work to reflect on strengths and areas in need of improvement. 

Sincerely, 
Rachel Franke

Course Outline
Unit 1: The Middle Ages to the Renaissance (literary terms, with a focus on themes, techniques, epic heroes)
· "How Siegfried Was Slain” from The Nibelungenlied (Germany)
· Frame Tale “The Wife of Bath’s Tale” from The Canterbury Tales (England)
· Beowulf (Northern Europe)


Unit 2: The Renaissance to the Enlightenment (literary terms, with a focus on themes, Utopia as a genre, drama, voice, satire)
· Fables by Jean de La Fontaine (France)
· Renaissance sonnets by Petrarch and Shakespeare (Italy and England)
· “The Tale of the Falcon” by Giovanni Boccaccio (Italy)
· Elizabethan Theatre- Shakespeare   


Unit 3: Nineteenth Century from Romanticism to Realism (literary terms/ techniques- realism, romanticism, literary review)
· Poetry of Wordsworth, Pushkin, and Heine 
· “The Jewels” by Guy de Maupassant (France)
· “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” by Leo Tolstoy (Russia)
· “A Problem” by Anton Chekhov (Russia) 



Unit 4: Twentieth Century Europe (literary terms, techniques- Existentialism, identifying themes)
· ”The Rat Trap” by Selma Lagerlof (Sweden)
· “Eveline” by James Joyce (Ireland)
· Night by Elie Wiesel (Romania)
· “The Guitar” by Federico Garcia Lorca (Spain)
· Excerpts from The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (Ireland)

Unit 5: The Americas (literary terms/ techniques- magic realism, varying sentences)
·  Sonnets by Pablo Neruda (Chile)
· Poetry of Luis Borges (Argentina) 
· Chronicle of a Death Foretold and short stories by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
· Poetry of Octavio Paz

 
Unit 6: Africa and the Middle East (Literary terms/ techniques- Historical and biblical allusion, stereotype)
· “Love must not be Forgotten” by Zhang Jie  (China)
· "By Any Other Name" by Santha Rama Rau (India)

Course Requirements and Evaluation:
· Participation: 15% (Class discussions, listening, group discussions, sharing work aloud)
· Class/homework: 30% (homework assignments, group and independent tasks)
· Assignments: 55% (Literary essays, tests/quizzes, literary papers, projects)

Text and other Resource Materials
· World Literature text book by Holt Rinehart and Winston
· Films of works as a secondary source 
· Handouts and internet research

I am excited to create a challenging, yet fun year with the 10th-Grade students. You can always contact me via E-mail at rfranke@schools.nyc.gov 

Also, look forward to monthly blurbs; I will be sending these out starting in October.
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