                                                              Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy
                                                        660 West 237th Street
                                                        Bronx, New York 10463
                                                        Telephone (718) 796-8516

                                                        Syllabus for 10th Grade World Literature
                                                        Teacher: Ms. D. Mestel
                                                        E-mail: dmestel@schools.nyc.gov

Course Description: This course is designed to expose students to classic literary works written by renowned writers from the middle ages to the present.  It will provide a strong foundation in the study of novels, plays, poetry, and short stories that have a timeless appeal.  A sample of the prolific writers that will be studied include Tolstoy, Chaucer, Petrarch, Shakespeare, Voltaire, Wordsworth, Chekhov, and Wilde.  In addition, students will examine the dramatic structure of an Elizabethan play. 
Text and other Resource Materials: World Literature by Holt, Rhinehart and Winston
                                                              Complete works to accompany all literary periods
                                                              Films of works as a secondary source
                                                              Handouts and internet research

Course Objectives: 
           
· To interpret and respond to Renaissance literature both orally and in writing
· To interpret and analyze short stories by nineteenth century Russian writers
· To recognize techniques of characterization
· To study symbolism, analyze dialogue, and write a theme statement
· To identify specific literary devices used in classic literary masterpieces
· To analyze the meter, rhyme scheme, and figures of speech in Petrarchan and Shakespearean sonnets 
· To write a sonnet
· To write a creative parable
· To appreciate dramatic strategies used in the Elizabethan Theater
· To generate insightful interaction among students
· To engage in a variety of learning techniques such as standard note-taking, 
and test taking strategies that prepare students for the Regents examination which will be  administered next year









Course Outline: 
Unit 1- The Middle Ages to the Renaissance
     “How Sigfried Was Slain from The Nibelungenlied (Germany) 
       Frame Tale “The Wife of Bath’s Tale” from the Canterbury Tales (England)
                  
                  Unit 2: The Renaissance to the Enlightenment (literary terms, techniques- Utopia as a  
                              genre, drama, passive voice, satire)
                   Candide by Voltaire (France)
             Fables by Jean de La Fontaine (France)
             Renaissance sonnets by Petrarch and Shakespeare (Italy and England)
                 “The Tale of the Falcon” by Giovanni Boccaccio (Italy)
             Elizabethan Theatre- Hamlet by Shakespeare (England)

                  Unit 3: Nineteenth Century from Romanticism to Realism
                               (Literary terms/techniques- realism, romanticism, literary review)
            Poetry of Wordsworth, Pushkin, and Heine
          “The Jewels” by Guy de Maupassant (France)
          “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” by Leo Tolstoy (Russia)
          “A Problem” by Anton Chekhov (Russia)

                  Unit 4: Twentieth Century Europe (literary terms, techniques-   Existentialism,         
            (identifying themes)
                                  “The Rat Trap” by Selma Lagerlof (Sweden)
          “Eveline” by James Joyce  (Ireland)
           Night by Elie Wiesel (Romania)
         “ The Guitar” by Federico Garcia Lorca (Spain)

                  Unit 5: The Americas (literary terms/techniques- magic realism, varying  
             sentences)
             Sonnets by Pablo Neruda (Chile)
             Poetry of Luis Borges (Argentina)
 Chronicle of a Death Foretold and short stories by Gabriel Garcia   Marquez (Columbia)
            Poetry of Octavio Paz (Mexico)
            And of Clay are we Created by Isabel Allende (Chile)

                  Unit 6: Africa and the Middle East (Literary terms/techniques- Historical and  
             biblical allusion, stereotype)
            “Love must not be Forgotten by Zhang Jie (China)
           “By Any Other Name” by Santha Rama Rau (India)







Expectations
         Each student is expected to arrive to class on time prepared with several pens and pencils along with a binder that contains a section for English. This English section should be divided into classwork, homework, and vocabulary. In addition, every student must also bring in a separate notebook which will be used as a journal for insightful literary reflections. Any student who is absent will have two days to make up a homework assignment. Final drafts of essays must be typed proofread and brought to class on the due date. A penalty of five points will be deducted for late papers or projects. After three days, a late assignment will not receive credit. 

   
                 Assessment						
                 Unit Exams						            55%
                 Quizzes
                 Essays
                 Projects
                 Presentations
                 Classwork/Homework					30%	

                 Participation 						15%
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