Sixth Graders Fall Into Good Books – September, 2008
·  Bateman, Colin.  Running With the Reservoir Pups.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Eddie’s dad left his mom for another woman and they are forced to move into a housing project in Belfast, Ireland.  The neighborhood is really tough and run by a group of kids who call themselves the Reservoir Pups.  To protect himself, Eddie agrees to help them commit a crime.

· Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts.  Genre:  Historical Fiction.  The year is 1935 and the prison on Alcatraz Island is still very much in use.  Moose Flanagan and his family move to the island so that his father can work as an electrician and his sister Natalie (who is autistic) can attend a special school. When Moose meets Piper (the warden’s daughter), he knows she’s nothing but trouble.  He tries to stay out of her schemes, but on Alcatraz, trouble is always just around the corner.

· Collins, Suzanne.  Gregor the Overlander.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Underland is a place where giant spiders, rats and cockroaches live uneasily with humans.  Eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister Boots fall through the grate in the laundry room of their New York City apartment.  Together they end up in Underland and involved in dangerous adventures that will change both Gregor and Underland forever.

· DeGuzman, Michael.  Melonhead.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  He’s got a big head covered with red hair and his name is Sydney T. Mellon.  His parents are divorced and he lives one year with his irresponsible dad in Los Angeles and one year with his mom and her abusive husband in Seattle.  Until the year that he decides he’s had enough and instead of returning to his mom in Seattle, Sydney decided to take a bus to New York.
· DiCamillo, Kate.  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Edward is a beautiful china rabbit doll who does not know how to love.  Everything changes when he is thrown overboard on the way to England and begins an adventurous journey to understanding that love should not be taken for granted. 
· DuPrau, Jean.  The People of Sparks.  Genre:  Science Fiction.  Lina and Doon are thrilled to see their people join them above ground in the vibrant village of Sparks, but suspicion and prejudice soon turn the villagers and newcomers against each other. (Follett Titlewave).
· Funke, Cornelia.  Inkheart.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Meggie and her father Mo possess a wonderful and terrible power.  When they read books aloud, the stories come alive.  Just by reading aloud, they can make the world a better or a worse place.  Many years ago, Mo read a book and created a horrible monster.  The evil Capricorn is now looking for Meggie and Mo to get back the book that was read to create him.

· Gaiman, Neil.  Coraline.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Coraline’s family has moved into a new home.  It has twenty one windows and fourteen doors.  Thirteen of the doors open and close.  The fourteenth door opens onto a brick wall, until the day Coraline discovers a passageway to another house just like her own … only it’s completely different in lots of creepy ways.
· Gantos, Jack.  Joey Pigza Loses Control.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Joey Pigza is on a more even keel, thanks to "good meds" for attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder. Spending the summer with his father, a bigger version of his "wired" self, Joey finds himself ill-prepared to cope with his self-destructive and alcoholic parent.  (Horn Book)
· Landy, Derek.  Skulduggery Pleasant:  Playing With Fire.  Genre:  Fantasy/Action Adventure.  When the evil Baron Vengeous escapes from prison, Detective Skulduggery Pleasant and his apprentice, Valkyrie Cain, have just two days to recapture him or the Baron's creature, the Grotesquery, may summon the Faceless Ones back to their world.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Lord, Cynthia.  Rules.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Lupica, Mike.  Heat.  Genre:  Sports Fiction.  Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after being banned from playing Little League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them proof.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Munoz Ryan, Pam.  Esperanza Rising.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Murray, Martine.  The Slightly True Story of Cedar B. Hartley (Who Planned to Live an Unusual Life).  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  When twelve-year-old Cedar loses her dog, it sets off a chain of events leading her to find a new friend, become an acrobat, and learn some bitter-sweet truths about family, community, and herself.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Myracle, Lauren.  Twelve.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Winnie relates the events of her twelfth year and the many changes in her relationships and in her attitude toward growing up.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Nimmo, Jenny.  Midnight for Charlie Bone.  Genre:  Fantasy.  When Charlie learns that he can hear the voices of the subjects of old photographs, Grandma Bone sends him to Bloor's Academy, an art school for magically talented descendants of a near-mythical Red King. While there, Charlie makes friends and sides with the good descendants against the wicked ones.  (Horn Book).
· Riordan, Rick.  The Sea of Monsters.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Before heading out to save Camp Half-Blood from mythological monsters, Percy and his friends set out to find his best friend, Grover, who is held prisoner on an island somewhere in the Bermuda Triangle.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Shreve, Susan.  Blister.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  When a family tragedy occurs, ten-year-old Alyssa "Blister" Reed changes schools, moves to an apartment with her depressed mother while her father gets his own place, and tries to believe her grandmother, who tells her she is "elastic" and can handle it all.  (Follett Titlewave).
· Woodson, Jacqueline.  Locomotion.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Eleven-year-old Lonnie recovers from the trauma caused when his parents are killed in a fire.  (YALSA)

· Yee, Lisa.  Millicent Min:  Girl Genius.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  In a series of journal entries, eleven-year-old child prodigy Millicent Min records her struggles to learn to play volleyball, tutor her enemy, deal with her grandmother's departure, and make friends over the course of a hectic summer.  (Follett Titlewave).
