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General Criteria for Homework Assignment
· Homework should be assigned regularly in writing and be of reasonable length.  It must be clear and definite so that the students understand exactly what is expected of them.

· Assignments ought to be motivated; the teacher must anticipate the difficulties the students will encounter and help them surmount them.  For example, difficult vocabulary must be reviewed or a complex concept or problem discussed prior to the homework assignment.  In the absence of such help, some students may be frustrated.

· Assignments must be differentiated in order to challenge the various ability levels in the class.  In almost every class, students can profit from enrichment in the form of a challenging, extra credit problem.  Homework should provide a success experience that sustains students and encourages them to extend themselves.

· Every effort should be made to vary the assignments in order to enhance interest, e.g., students study a poem in class and are assigned to prepare an outline of a movie based on the poem.  Where possible, students can be assigned to watch appropriate television programs, visit museum exhibits, attend a concert, read periodical literature, interview people, prepare research papers, etc.

· Assignments should be checked promptly.

· As part of our classroom observations, we evaluate homework assignments.

