Online Poetry Resources

POETRY WEB SITES
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The Academy of American Poets (www.poets.org) is celebrating 75 years in 2009.This site includes biographies, photos and other information about 450 poets.  Poetry events are listed.  Go to a “Listening Booth” to hear a selection of poets reading their own work.  To search for a poet or poem, click on “Find a Poet” or “Find a Poem.”  Teachers will find curriculum units and lesson plans by going to the online poetry classroom; go directly to www.onlinepoetryclassroom.org.   There are literacy links and Discussion Forums to engage in cyberspace conversations about Homework Help, Favorite Poems, Books and Websites, a Suggestion Box and more.
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American Life in Poetry (www.americanlifeinpoetry.org/)

This project, run by Ted Kooser, former Poet Laureate, and sponsored by the Poetry Foundation, the Library of Congress, and the University of  Nebraska, provides newspapers and online publications a free weekly column featuring contemporary American poems.
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Favorite Poem Project (www.favoritepoem.org)   

This site, a joint project between Boston University and the Library of Congress, features an interactive gallery of Americans reading and reciting favorite poems, plus resources for teachers.
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Library of Congress (www.loc.gov/poetry/)

The Library of Congress Poetry web page features poetry webcasts, information about our national Poet Laureate, award-winning books and poems, news and events, and a teacher & student section. There are many links to related resources such as archived recorded poetry, reference resources and more.
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Fiction, Essays and Poems by America’s Teens



Merlyn’s Pen (www.merlynspen.org) is a searchable collection of fiction, essays and poems by American teenagers (students in grades 5-12). It features tips and tools for writers and teacher resources.
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National Endowment for the Arts and Poetry Foundation : Poetry Out Loud National Recitation Contest (http://www.poetryoutloud.org/guide/guide_preparation.html) This website offers information on the national poetry recitation contest and has many resources for teachers: writing activities, lesson plans, and poems to browse (including a category of short poems).
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Poetry 180 (www.loc.gov/poetry/180/)
This site offers a listing of 180 contemporary poems, one for each day of the 180-day school year.  These are selections by Billy Collins, former Poet Laureate of the United States, offered with American high school students in mind.  It also offers advice for “How to Read a Poem Out Loud,” and a Poetry and Literature Center.
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The Poetry Archive (http://www.poetryarchive.org) features a searchable database of audio poetry files of poets reading their works.
Poetry for Children: About Finding and Sharing Poetry with Young People
(http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/2009/01/poetry-and-multicultural-awards.html) This blog, maintained by a professor at Texas Woman’s University, offers links to many poet web pages and information on various poetry awards.
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The Poetry Society of America (www.poetrysociety.org )

A national events calendar lists poetry activities.  Students, teachers and poetry fans may find poems by title, author or line in poem on this site.  
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Poets.org of The Academy of American Poets (http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/406) has launched mobile poetry that offers unlimited access to poems for educators, which can be browsed by occasion, theme, author, or title, and searched easily by keyword.  The site also offers activities for National Poetry Month and Poem in Your Pocket Day and lesson plans for teachers.
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Read Write Think (http://www.readwritethink.org/calendar/calendar_day.asp?id=720), the web site of the NCTE and International Reading Association, offers activities for Poem in Your Pocket Day as well as recommended texts for teachers, lesson plans, and links.
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Scholastic (http://teacher.scholastic.com/poetry/index.htm) features dozens of resources for using poetry in the classroom, including lesson plans, recommended books, and videos on poetry writing with Jack Prelutsky, the first children’s Poet Laureate, Karla Kuskin, Maya Angelou, and J. Patrick Lewis. 

LESSON PLANS

K-2   A Bear of a Poem:  Composing and Performing Found Poetry

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=835
K-2   Writing Poetry with Rebus and Rhyme

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=273
K-2   All Together Now: Collaborations in Poetry Writing

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=301
3-5     Creating Classroom Community by Crafting Themed Poetry Collections

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=391
3-5 Writing Poetry Like Pros

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=261
6-8  Weaving the Threads:  Integrating Poetry Annotation and Web Technology   
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=36
6-8   Alliteration in the Headline Poems
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=81
6-8   Writing Free Verse in the “Voice” of Cesar Chavez
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=777
6-8 A Story of Epic Proportions: What makes a poem an epic?

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=587
6-8  Animating Poetry: Reading Poems about the Natural World

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=778
6-8   The Poet’s Voice:  Langston Hughes and You

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=405
6-8   Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series: Removing the Mask

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=787
6-8   Companion Poetry Writing Guide for Swimming Upstream: Middle School Poems

http://www.kristinegeorge.com/swimming_upstream_companion_guide.pdf
9-12    Poetry:  Sound and Sense
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=848
9-12 Poetry with Pizzazz: Websites compiled by Sue Le Beau

http://www.suelebeau.com/poetry.htm
9-12 Teacher Planet Lessons, Units, and Worksheets

http://www.teacherplanet.com/resource/worldpoetry.php
Local Organizations that Support The Teaching of Poetry
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City Lore (www.citylore.org)

72 East First Street

New York, NY 10003

City Lore is the co-sponsor (with Poets House) of the biennial poetry festival in downtown Manhattan showcasing the nation’s – and the world’s – literary and folk poetry traditions with special attention to poetry’s oral roots.
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Poets House (www.poetshouse.org)
72 Spring Street

New York, N.Y. 10012

Poets House is a national poetry library and literary center.  Poets House is moving to Battery Park City from Spring Street.  It host s an annual Showcase of all the new poetry books published in the U.S. in a single year, with more than 2000 titles on view (the 2009 Showcase is April 4-11). The bibliographies will be added to its searchable online database, the Directory of American Poetry Books.
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Teachers and Writers Collaborative (www.twc.org)

5 Union Square West

New York, N.Y. 10003-3306

This organization sends writers into schools to teach; publishes a magazine and books on teaching writing.   T&W operates the Center for Imaginative Writing, a resource library and meeting place for students, teachers, writers, and the public.  T&W hosts a national forum on teaching writing through it’s web site www.writenet.org.  T&W sponsors special projects and a radio program.
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Urban Word NYC (www.urbanwordnyc.org)

Formerly known as YouthSpeaks N.Y., its tag line is “Where the Next Generation Speaks!”  This is the place to find out about poetry slams, ongoing performance opportunities for teens, including free workshops open to anyone ages 13-19, Bringing the Noise open mic/mike series, and the Youth Speaks Annual NY Teen Poetry Slam.

