 Recommended Poetry Books and Audio Collections  

For Teachers

Collections for Younger Children

Andrews, Julie and Hamilton, Emma Watson. Julie Andrews' Collection of Poems, Songs, and Lullabies. Ill. by James McMullan.  Little, Brown and Company, 2009.

Kennedy, X.J. and Dorothy Kennedy.  Talking Like the Rain. Little, Brown and

Company, 1992.

Hague, Michael.  Mother Goose:  A Collection of Classic Nursery Rhymes.  Henry Holt, 1984.

Hughes, Ted. My Brother Bert (Ages 4-8). Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2009.

Katz, Bobbi. More Pocket Poems. (Ages 4-8)  Dutton Juvenile, 2009.

Nash, Ogden and Delessert, Etienne.  Ogden Nash’s Zoo.  Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 1986.
Rosen, Michael J. The Cuckoo’s Haiku and Other Birding Poems (Ages 4-8) Candlewick, 2009.

Salas, Laura. Stampede! Poems to Celebrate the Wild Side of School. (Ages 4-8) Clarion, 2009.

Salinger, Michael. Well Defined; Vocabulary in Rhyme (Grades 6 and up) Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press, 2009.

Schertle, Alice. Button Up! Wrinkled Rhymes. (Ages 4-8) Harcourt, 2009.

Schmidt, Amy. Loose Leashes (Ages 4-8.  Random House, 2009

Sidman, Joyce. Red Sings From Treetops; A Year in Colors (Ages 4-8) Houghton Mifflin, 2009.

Walker, Rob D. Mama Says: A Book of Love For Mothers and Sons (Ages 4-6) Scholastic, 2009.

Wilkin, Eloise.  Poems to Read to the Very Young.  Random House, 1982.
Yolen, Jane. How Do Dinosaurs Say I Love You? (Ages 4-8) Scholastic, 2009.
Collections for Older Children

Berry, James.  Classic Poems to Read Aloud.  Kingfisher, 1995.

Collins, Billy, Editor 180 More: Poetry for Extraordinary Times. Random House, 2005.

Cullinan, Bernice, E., Editor.  A Jar of Tiny Stars: Poems by NCTE Award-Winning Poets. Boyds Mill Press and NCTE, 1996.
de Regniers, Beatrice Schenk, and Eva Moore, Mary Michaels White, Jan Carr, Editors.  Sing a Song of Popcorn: Every Child’s Poems. Scholastic, 1988.

Fletcher, Ralph. A Writing Kind of Day: Poems for Young Poets (Grades 4-8) Boyds Mills Press, 2005.

Franco, Betsy. Messing Around the Monkey Bars and other School Poems for Two Voices (Ages 9-12) Candlewick. 2009.

Frost, Helen. Crossing Stones (Ages 9-12) Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2009.

Hall, Donald, ed.  The Oxford Illustrated Book of American Children’s Poems.
Oxford University Press, 2001.

Harley, Avis. African Acrostics; A Word in Edgeways (Ages 9-12) Candlewick, 2009.

Janeczko, Paul.  The Place My Words Are Looking For.  Atheneum, 1990.

Janeczko, Paul. A Foot in the Mouth; Poems to Speak, Sing, and Shout (Ages 9-12) Candlewick, 2009.

Keilor, Garrison, ed.  Good Poems.  Viking Press, 2002.

Kennedy, X. J. and Dorothy M. Kennedy.  Knock at a Star.  Little,

Brown and Company, 1999. 

Maddox, Marjorie. Rules of the Game: Baseball Poems (Grades 6 and up) Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press, 2009.
Murray, John, ed.  Poems to Live by in Uncertain Times.  Beacon Press, 2001.

Nye, Naomi Shihab. 19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East. (middle and high school) Harper Teen, 2005.

Okutoro, Lydia. Quiet Storm. (Grades 6 and up) Hyperion Books, 1999.

Prelutsky, Jack, ed.  The Random House Book of Poetry for Children.  Random House, 1983.

Prelutsky, Jack. The Swamps of Sleethe; Poems From Beyond the Solar System (Ages 9-12) Knopf, 2009.

Roemer, Heidi. Whose Nest is This? (Ages 9-12) NorthWord, 2009.

Rosenberg, Liz, ed.  The Invisible Ladder:  An Anthology of Contemporary American

Poems for Young Readers.  Henry Holt, 1996.

Soto, Gary. A Fire in My Hands. (Grades 6-10) Harcourt Children’s Books, 2006.

Sword, Elizabeth Hauge.  A Child’s Anthology of Poetry.    Scholastic Inc., 1995. 

Untermeyer, Louis, ed.  The Golden Books Family Treasury of Poetry.  
 Golden Books, 1998.

Vecchione, Patrice Redd, Editor. Truth and Lies: An Anthology of Poems. (Grades 6 and up) Henry Holt and Co., 2001.
Yolen, Jane. A Mirror to Nature (Ages 9-12) Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press, 2009.

Novels in Verse

Bryant, Jen. Kaleidoscope Eyes. Knopf, 2009.

Chaltas, Thalia. Because I Am Furniture. Viking, 2009.

Creech, Sharon. Love that Dog. HarperCollins, 2001.
Herrick, Steven. Cold Skin. Front Street, 2009.

Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust. Scholastic, 1997.
Myers, Walter Dean. Amiri and Odette: A Love Story. Scholastic, 2009.
Recommended Books on Teaching Poetry

Ambrosini, Michelle, and Teresa Morretta. Poetry Workshop for Middle School: Activities that Inspire Meaningful Language Learning. IRA, 2003.

Bleakney, Elaine, Editor. Poem in Your Pocket: 200 Poems to Read and Carry. Abrams Image, April 2009. 
Collom, Jack, and Noethe, Sheryl.  Poetry Everywhere:  Teaching Poetry Writing in

School and in the Community.  Teachers & Writers Collaborative,

2000.

Fagin, Larry.  The List Poem:  A Guide to Teaching and Writing Catalog Verse.    Teachers & Writers Collaborative, 1991.

Fletcher, Ralph. Poetry Matters: Writing a Poem from the Inside Out (Grades 5-9). HarperCollins, 2002.

Graves, Donald H.  Explore Poetry.   Heinemann, 1992.

Harrison, David L., and Bernice E. Cullinan.  Easy Poetry Lessons That Dazzle and

Delight.   Scholastic Inc., 1999.

Heard, Georgia.  Awakening the Heart:  Exploring Poetry in Elementary and Middle

School.  Heinemann, 1999.
Heard, Georgia and Lester Laminack.  Climb Inside a Poem: Reading and Writing Poetry across the School Year. Heinemann, 2007.
Heard, Georgia.  For the Good of the Earth and the Sun:  Teaching Poetry.  
Heinemann, 1989.

Heard, Georgia.  The Revision Toolbox: Teaching Techniques That Work.  Heinemann, 2002.

Holbrook, Sara.  Practical Poetry: A Nonstandard Approach to Meeting Content-Area Standards Heinemann, 2005.

Hopkins, Lee Bennett.  Pass the Poetry, Please!  HarperCollins, 1998.

Jago, Carol. Nikki Giovanni in the Classroom: The same ol’ danger but a brand new pleasure (Grades 9-12). NCTE, 1999.
Janeczko, Paul. Opening a Door: Reading Poetry in the Middle School Classroom. Teaching Resources, 2003.
Janeczko, Paul B., ed.  Seeing the Blue Between:  Advice and Inspiration for Young 

Poets.    Candlewick Press, 2002.

Kennedy, X. J.  Opening a Door: Reading Poetry in the Middle School Classroom.   Scholastic, 2003.
Kennedy, X.J., Editor. Knock at a Star: A Child’s Introduction to Poetry, Little, Brown, and Company, 1999.
Koch, Kenneth.  Rose, Where Did You Get That Red?  Teaching Great Poetry to

Children.  Vintage Books, 1990.

Koch, Kenneth.  Wishes, Lies, and Dreams.  HarperPerennial, 2000.
Michaels, Judith  Rowe. Risking Intensity: Reading and Writing Poetry with High School Students. NCTE, 1999.
Moon, Brian. Studying Poetry: Activities, Resources and Texts. NCTE, 2001.

Padgett, Ron, ed.  Handbook of Poetic Forms.   Teachers & Writers 

Collaborative, 2000.
Powell, Joseph. Accent on Meter: A Handbook for Readers of Poetry. 
NCTE, 2004.

Routman, Regie.  Kids’ Poems:  Teaching Kindergartners to Love Writing Poetry.    Scholastic, 2000.

Routman, Regie.  Kids’ Poems:  Teaching First Graders to Love Writing Poetry.   Scholastic, 2000.

Routman, Regie.  Kids’ Poems:  Teaching Second Graders to Love Writing Poetry.    Scholastic, 2000.

Routman, Regie.  Kids’ Poems:  Teaching Third & Fourth Graders to Love Writing 

Poetry.    Scholastic, 2000.

Turco, Lewis.  The Book of Forms:  A Handbook of Poetics.  University Press of New England, 2000.

Wood, Jaime. Living Voices: Multicultural Poetry in the Middle School Classroom (Grades 6-8). NCTE, 2006.

Audio Poetry Collections
The Caedmon Poetry Collection:  A Century of Poets Reading Their Work.   HarperAudio, 2000.  Audio CDs.

Paschen, Elise, and Rebekah Presson Mosby, eds.  Poetry Speaks:  Hear Great Poets 

Read Their Work from Tennyson to Plath.  Sourcebooks Trade, 2001.

Pockell, Leslie. The 100 Best Poems of All Time.  Time Warner AudioBook, 

2001.

