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 Brief Description:   


Ninth grade English course promotes student understanding of literature’s major genres: narrative fiction, non-fictional prose, poetry, and drama. Students will understand and develop a working familiarity with the characteristics of each of these genres, as well as an understanding of universal themes (such as conflict and challenge). They will learn about the literary devices inherent to good literature. This knowledge will serve as the groundwork for all subsequent high school English classes. 

In this class, students will be challenged to read, write, analyze, and explore key literary themes and techniques. They will support their analysis of readings in the text itself, and they will be asked to show how they formed opinions about the text. In addition to the required readings listed below, students will be required to read at least one independent novel per semester. 

While studying literature, students will also practice a good deal of writing. Students will better understand both the “how” and “why” of the entire writing process. Students will be engaged in writing assignments and projects during each quarter that require higher level thinking skills, research, original and creative expression, and a personal commitment to improving language skills.

 Course Enduring Understandings:  

· The novel genre can be used for different purposes; it can be both a mirror by which you can understand yourself as well as a window through which you can learn about the world.

 Course Essential Questions:

· How do you learn from a novel?

· How do you read a novel?

· How do people make sense of themselves and of the world?

· How do people grow and develop by working through problems and conflicts that they encounter?

· What is the process or essential steps leading to a goal?

· Why is it important for people to take personal responsibility  for the actions they choose?

