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                                          P.S. 236
6302 Ave U

Brooklyn, NY  11234

(718) 444-6969

(718) 241-6630 fax

Mary Theresa Nelson, Principal 

Joni Southard, Assistant Principal

www.millbasinschool.org
_______________________________________________________________________________
January 2012, Newsletter

The Staff of P.S. 236 wishes you and your family a very

Happy and Healthy New Year.
P.S. 236 is the proud recipient of the

2011 Education Alliance Math & Science Grant.

This grant was awarded to us by our local service station and ExxonMobil.

We would like to thank Mr. Harvinder Singh from Bolla Operating Corp.

for his generous grant of $500.00.

On January 16, 2012 we honor the memory of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

(School is closed)
Every Friday at P.S. 236 is school spirit day.  

Show your spirit by wearing your school spirit shirt!
January 26, 2012 is
WACKY WEDNESDAY

This month’s theme is Pajama Day!
Wear your pajamas that day.


News from Mrs. Nelson

Principal

January 2012

It was recommended that Principal News be sent monthly through the Newsletter, so from now on it will appear in the Monthly Newsletter.

· Happy New Year and may 2012 bring all wonderful things to you and your families.

· A reminder the school day begins at 8:00 AM daily.  Instruction begins at this time.  If your child is late they are missing out on valuable time on task.
· Just a reminder every Friday is “spirit Friday” please have your child dressed in a 236 shirt.  Also “Wacky Wednesday” for January will be Jan. 25 and the theme that day will be pajama day.  All staff and students are encouraged to wear pajamas that day!

· TASKS in both Mathematics and English Language Arts in grades Kindergarten through 5 have been completed.  The teachers are in the process of grading them. These grades will be included in the progress reports sent home late January.  I will conduct parent workshops the week of January 23 to explain the TASK, the grading and how it ties into the Common Core Standards.  

· If a parent has a concern they need to discuss with me, please call the main office for an appointment.  I will respond to all requests within 48 hours, unless something unforeseen happens or I am not at PS 236 (meeting, or illness).
· Open School Week will be the week of January 9.  A schedule has been sent home with grades and times listed.
Kindergarten Registration

The Kindergarten Intake process for the 2012-2013 school year 
will begin on January 9, 2012 and will continue until March 2, 2012.

Please call Ms. Mandell, Pupil Accounting Secretary at (718) 444-6969

 or Ms. LaBella, Parent Coordinator at (718) 444-6969 ext 1212 for information.

All parents who are interested in enrolling their child for Kindergarten for the 2012-2013 school year 
must come to school between the hours of 9:00am – 12 noon Monday – Friday.

  You must bring your child’s birth certificate and two proof of address (gas and electric within the last 60 days).  
This process is not registration.  
The intake process is a parent’s request for a Kindergarten seat for the 2012-2013 school year.
  Notification letters will be sent March 19, 2012 through March 23, 2012. 
The pre-registration period will take place March 26,2012 – April 20, 2012.
Pre-Kindergarten Registration

Information regarding Pre-Kindergarten registration is not available as of yet. 

As soon as information is received from the Department of Education, it will be announced. 
Gifted and Talented Testing

Testing for Kdgn – 2nd grade students whose parents filled out a “Request for Testing” form will take place in January

 at P.S. 236. Pre-K students will receive a letter with their testing date/time/location. Please refer to the testing booklet and review the sample test with your child to familiarize them with the format of the test.
School Notices/E-Mail Notifications/School Web-site

· Please check your child’s book bag on a daily basis for any notices, letters or fliers that are sent home by the Teacher, School or Parent Association.  This is our primary way of keeping in contact with you and to keep you apprised of school activities and information.

· We are also emailing many of our notices to parents who have signed up for email notification.  If you would like to receive notices via email, please call Ms. LaBella, Parent Coordinator at (718) 444-6969 ext1212 or email her at alabella@schools.nyc.gov. 

· You can also check out our school’s website for updates on school events and information at www.millbasinschool.org. 
January Book of the Month
Flying Over Brooklyn

Author: Myron Uhlberg

Illustrator: Gerald Fitzgerald

Flying Over Brooklyn is a warm and memorable story about an endearing character filled with innocence 
and emotion.  The main character delights in the simple pleasures of a snowy day.

With all the focus on the cold wintry weather let us take this opportunity, like the character in this book to look 
at our neighborhood in a different way.  Let us see the Cyclone and the bridges that make Brooklyn so unique.  
Let us look at the everyday, and see today as something special.  
Think of what treasures you will see as you FLY OVER BROOKLYN!
Attendance Information

We continue to encourage you to send your child to school on a daily basis.  If children are in school, they will be 

able to keep up the demands of the school curriculum and perform well on tests.  Children should not be absent 

more than 10% of the school year as per the Chancellor’s Regulation.  They are subject to retention in their current grade if they are absent more than 10% of the school year.

Please refrain from making medical appointments or other appointments during the school day for your child.

  If your child leaves early, he/she is missing valuable instructional time. 

 Kindly make appointments for after school hours or on weekends.

Please note that if you send your child to school but your child goes home anytime after 10:30a.m., 

your child is marked absent for one half day.  If your child leaves before 10:30a.m. and does not return for the

 rest of the day, your child is marked absent for the day.

Parents/Guardians should send an absence note to the teacher explaining the reason for the child’s absence

 on the day the child returns to school.

All students should arrive to school on time each day.  School begins at 8:00a.m.

Homework Policy When Your Child is Absent

If your child is absent or you believe will be absent for one day, homework will be made up after your child returns to school.  Books and assignments will not be made available in the main office.  The teacher will provide the assignments upon the child’s return to school and the student will have one day to make up the assignments.   Students may also call a classmate for the assignment.  The classmate may take books home for the absentee.  Siblings of absentees should not visit the absentee’s classroom to get assignments.  This practice disrupts lessons that are in progress.  If your child is going to be absent for several days, please contact the teacher for the assignments.
Pick Up/Dismissal Policy

· Please be on time and pick your child up at the designated exit for your child’s class/grade.  If you have more than one child, you may pick them all up in the student cafeteria.  Please send a note to your children’s teacher letting them know you will pick them up there.
· If you are driving on East 63rd Street at dismissal time, please note that we have school buses and several van services that pick up children from the lobby area.  You are asked not to double park and block these vehicles in.
· If you will be late to pick up your child, please proceed to the East 63rd Street and Ave U exit to pick your child up.   All students who are not picked up on time are sent to the student cafeteria.  Parents must come to the student cafeteria to sign their child out.   No student will be dismissed until an adult signs them out.
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Please be advised that Ave U is NOT a drop off or pick up zone.
School buses must drop off and pick up students from Ave U.   

Parked cars and stopped cars create a dangerous situation.

YOU WILL RECEIVE A TICKET.

Please proceed to East 63rd to drop off or pick up your child.

School Meals

January – 20 School Days
Full Price – $30.00   Reduced Price - $5.00

Payment for January school lunch is due.  Please put your payment in an envelope with your child’s name, 

class and mark it January lunch payment.   All payments will be acknowledged with a receipt.  

 Please do not re-submit your payment when you receive your receipt.  
Students who wish to purchase milk only during lunchtime the price is 25 cents. Paid daily
Milk choices: Skim//Low Fat/Fat Free or Low Fat Chocolate

If your child only eats school lunch on Pizza Friday lunch is available at a

 cost of: $1.50 full price or 25 cents reduced price

Payment must be made monthly by cash, check or money order and is due at the beginning of each month.  

If payment is made by check or money order, the student’s first and last name and class should be written in 

the memo area. Please note that there will be a fee of $35.00 for any check returned to us by the bank for insufficient 
funds. If a family has more than one check returned for insufficient funds during the school year, 

the family will no longer be able to pay using a personal check for any school related purchase. 

 All payments will have to be cash or money order.

February – June School Meal Prices

February       16 school days

Reduced price $5.50

Full price $24.00

March
        22 school days

Reduced price $5.50

Full price $33.00

April 
        15 school days 

Reduced price $3.75 

Full price $22.50

May
        22 school days

Reduced price $5.50

Full price $33.00
June
        17 school days

Reduced price $4.25

Full price $25.50
Breakfast is available to all students at no cost to parents. 

 We want children to eat a healthy breakfast for the school day.   

Take advantage of the opportunity to allow your child to eat a healthy breakfast.
Parents please be advised that lunch bills are sent home for students who eat school meals during the month.
We keep records on a daily basis of who comes through the cafeteria and takes a meal.  They give their name to the

record keeper as they leave the kitchen area.  Many of you dispute the bill.  However, we keep accurate daily records
of who eats.  Please speak to your child and have them confirm with you that they have eaten the meals.  Even if you send
in a bag lunch students sometimes take a meal.  It could be they can’t find their bag lunch, their bag lunch fell on the floor
or they simple like what is being served.

When you do not pay your lunch bill, the school is responsible for paying the bill and the payment comes out of the school’s budget.  In these times of budget cuts, we cannot afford to pay for meals that your child has eaten.   If you have any questions regarding your bill, please speak to Ms. LaBella, Parent Coordinator she will answer your questions and let you know exactly what days your child has gone through the kitchen to take a school meal.

2012 Calendar of Events

January 2012

Tuesday, January 3


Classes resume after Winter Recess
Tuesday, January 10


Parent Association meeting 7:30p.m. Room 118
Monday, January 16


Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day (school closed)
Friday, January 27


Non-attendance day for Pre-Kindergarten students only

February 2012

Monday February 20 through

Midwinter Recess

Friday February 24


Midwinter Recess

Monday, February 27


Classes resume after Midwinter Recess

March 2012

Friday, March 23


Non-attendance day Pre-Kindergarten students only

April 2012

Friday, April 6  through
        
Spring Recess

Friday, April 13


Spring Recess

Monday, April 16


Students return to school from Spring Recess

May 2012

Monday, May 28


Memorial Day (school closed)
June 2012

Thursday, June 7


Chancellor’s Conference day no school for students

Wednesday, June 27


Last day of school for students--12 noon dismissal
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