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  Parent Association

  Valentine Dance

  February 9, 2012
February Book of the Month
Read All About It!
Authors: Laura Bush and Jenna Bush

Illustrated by: Denise Brunkus

 The famous mother and daughter team are the former First Lady and the daughter 

of former President George Bush.  The reason for this choice is readers many times, only

 read because they are assigned a selection or a book.   The reader many times will not 

allow their imagination to run during reading.

As we approach testing and TASK completions we need to see all that we can 

see in a text.  We need to stretch our imaginations and hear not only the words of the 

author but the dreams and hopes.  

News from Mrs. Nelson

Principal

February 2012
· A reminder the school day begins at 8:00 AM daily.  Instruction begins at this time. In preparation for the citywide testing we are now reading for 25 minutes to build stamina from 8:00-8:25.  If your child is late they are missing out on valuable test preparation.
· Just a reminder every Friday is “spirit Friday” please have your child dressed in a 236 shirt.  

· TASKS in both Mathematics and English Language Arts in grades Kindergarten through 5 have been completed.  Many parents attended the workshop on CORE and TASK on January 24.  The power point presentation is on the PS 236 website.  As we approach testing, parent workshop will be available.   The best preparation for the Spring test is to have your child read! 

· In preparation for citywide testing we have established small group instruction during the day for grades 3-5.  This will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 1:30 until 2:57. 

· If a parent has a concern they need to discuss with me, please call the main office for an appointment.  I will respond to all requests within 48 hours, unless something unforeseen happens or I am not at PS 236 (meeting, or illness).
· School will be closed February 20 through February 26, for a winter break.  Enjoy!

P.S. 236 Parent Association News
The February Parent Association meeting will take 

place on Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 9:00a.m. 

Raffle Extravaganza hosted by the Parent Association
The second annual Parent Association Raffle Extravaganza will take

place on Thursday, March 15, 2012.

Tickets will go on sale shortly.

Parents were asked to send in a $5.00 donation to be used to create

a class basket.  Every class will be represented through their class basket.

The class moms have stated that they have not received many donations.

Please send in your $5.00 donation to the attention 

of “Class Mom” by February 15, 2012.

The more money collected the bigger your class basket will be.

All class baskets will be raffled off the night of the extravaganza.
Guidelines for Outdoor Play in Cold Weather 
Some schools choose to keep children inside when the temperature is below 32 degrees. This is not 
consistent with current Health Department recommendations or current NYCDOE policy. Children benefit
 from vigorous exercise and should be given the opportunity to play outside whenever possible. Unless it is snowing or there is ice on the playground, low temperatures should not be a barrier to outside play, as long as children are appropriately dressed. The City’s Health Department strongly encourages principals to maintain outdoor play periods on the vast majority of winter days.

February School Meals
16 School Days

Full Price $24.00                                      Reduced Price $4.00
If you would like to pay for the remainder of the school year the breakdown is below:

February – June   Full Price $138.00
February – June    Reduced Price $23.00
December lunch bills are past due.

 If you have not paid your December lunch bill, please remit you payment. 

 January lunch bills will be going home shortly.  

Receipts will go home for all payments received.   

Parents please do not re-pay when you receive a receipt.  Receipts are for your record.

Breakfast is free for all students and served 

 from 7:40a.m. – 8:00a.m. Monday through Friday.
Students are NOT allowed to bring breakfast from home.  

Only school breakfast is allowed in the cafeteria in the morning.

Students are not allowed to eat breakfast after the start of the school day.
Sign up for DOE alerts
Go to www.millbasinschool.org 
The link is on the front page of the school’s web-site.
Kindergarten Registration
The Kindergarten Intake process for the 2012-2013 school year 
started on January 9, 2012 and will continue until March 2, 2012.

Please call Ms. Mandell, Pupil Accounting Secretary at (718) 444-6969

 or Ms. LaBella, Parent Coordinator at (718) 444-6969 ext 1212 for information.

All parents who are interested in enrolling their child for Kindergarten for the 2012-2013 school year 
must come to school between the hours of 9:00am – 12 noon Monday – Friday.

  You must bring your child’s birth certificate and two proof of address (gas and electric within the last 60 days).  This process is not registration.  
The intake process is a parent’s request for a Kindergarten seat for the 2012-2013 school year.

  Notification letters will be sent March 19, 2012 through March 23, 2012.
The pre-registration period will take place march 26, 2012 – April 20,2012 

Pre-Kindergarten Registration

Application for Pre-K seats for the 2012/2013 school year will begin March 5, 2012.

The deadline to submit your application is April 6, 2012.

Applications will be available at any elementary school or 
online at http://schools.nyc.gov.  Make sure you print a receipt if you apply online.
Offer letters will be sent the week of June 11, 2012.

Pre-registration will take place June12 through June 22, 2012.

ARIS PARENT LINK

Utilize the ARIS parent link to check on your child’s assessment results, scores and attendance.  
If you have not logged on to ARIS please do so by logging on at www.ARISparentlink.org.

You will need your child’s student ID# (OSIS) and a temporary password.  
If you have any questions, please contact Ms. LaBella, Parent Coordinator 
 (718) 444-6969 ext 1212 or alabella@schools.nyc.gov.
Dental Health Month
February is Children’s Dental Health month.  

This is a good time to take your child for a dental checkup.  

Good dental health is crucial for all of us, especially for children.  

Ask your dentist for a dental note and return it with your child to their teacher.  
Lost and Found

There are many coats that students have 

lost and not retrieved.  If your child has lost an article of clothing, 

please have them go to the student cafeteria to retrieve their items.  

Please label all of your child’s items so we can identify them.
Lateness
Instruction starts every morning at 8:00a.m.

Students who enter the building after 8:00a.m. are considered late.

Students who arrive late must stop in the main lobby and get 

a late pass before going to their classroom.

Lateness’s are recorded in the students attendance history.

Excessive lateness’s, will be recorded in the 

OORS (Online Occurrence Reporting System).

New York State Testing

3rd, 4th and 5th Graders

As we grow closer to the time that the children take the New York State test it is very important that students read each night and review the math concepts.  In addition, students should know specific math vocabulary terms appropriate for their grade level.  Please be reminded that the Chancellor has mandated that students who do not meet the standards on standardized tests in grades 3, 4 and 5 regardless of class work and good attendance, will be held over at the end of the school year and will have to attend summer school.  It is especially important to make sure that your child does homework, reads and reviews math each night.  
The hard work that is put in now will pay off in the long run!

Standardized Testing Dates for Spring 2012
New York State ELA

Grades 3, 4 and 5

April 17th
April 18th 

April 19th 

New York State Math

Grades 3, 4 and 5

April 25th
April 26th
April 27th
New York State Science 

4th Grade only

Hands-on: May 23rd – June 1st
Written test: June 4th 

Please look out for the flyer and email announcing the date and time of Parent Workshops.

School-wide Science Fair
Science boards are on sale for $7.50.  If you would like to purchase a board, 

please send money in an envelope marked Science board.  

Include your child’s name and class.

Our annual Science Fair will take place in March during the Parent/Teacher conference week.
  Students in grades 2-5 must submit a project as it is mandatory.
Please remember late projects will not be accepted.  

The project grade will be reflected on your child’s report card.
Important Reminders

· As per the Chancellor’s Regulations, cell phones are not permitted to be in school.  We have had several instances lately of students taking phones out during the school day to answer or make phone calls.  When phones are found, they will be confiscated and a parent will have to come to school to retrieve them.
· When packing your child’s lunch, please be reminded that glass bottles are not permitted for safety reasons.  Also, please remember to label your child’s lunch bag or lunch box.

· Please speak to your children and remind them that once they arrive in school or come off the school bus, children may not leave the school building to go out to purchase breakfast or run out to a parent’s car to retrieve something they left in the car.  This can cause a dangerous situation for your child.
2012 Calendar of Events

February 2012
Tuesday, February 7


Parent Association Meeting 9:00a.m.

Monday February 20 through

Midwinter Recess

Friday February 24


Midwinter Recess

Monday, February 27


Classes resume after Midwinter Recess

March 2012

Friday, March 23


Non-attendance day Pre-Kindergarten students only

April 2012

Friday, April 6  through
        
Spring Recess

Friday, April 13


Spring Recess

Monday, April 16


Students return to school from Spring Recess

May 2012

Monday, May 28


Memorial Day (school closed)
June 2012

Thursday, June 7


Chancellor’s Conference day no school for students

Wednesday, June 27


Last day of school for students--12 noon dismissal
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