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Happy Halloween
)[image: C:\Documents and Settings\admin\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\YDSB6149\MC900237799[1].wmf][image: C:\Documents and Settings\admin\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\YDSB6149\MC900237799[1].wmf]
P.S. 236 Picture Day
October 15, 2010

P.A. Fall Frolic
October 28, 2010




Dress Code
I wish to thank the overwhelming majority of families of our school who have complied with our dress code policy.  The children look great!  They are wearing our school colors proudly!
 
With regard to the policy, the children should be wearing the dress code items.  We have provided a wide range of choice with regard to the pieces of clothing that you may choose from please refer to your Parent Handbook.   If you have any questions or need assistance, you may contact Ms. LaBella, Parent Coordinator at (718) 444-6969 ext 1212, (347) 563-4608 or alabella@schools.nyc.gov.  

As the weather gets a little cooler, students have started wearing the blue sweaters and jackets.  I ask that you write your child’s name in his/her sweater or jacket.  You can use a Sharpie marker and write the name or the class number on the tag.   This allows us to identify the many clothing items that end up in our Lost and Found.

Important Information
Please be reminded that silly/zany bands are not allowed in school.   
CELL phones or any electronic device are not allowed in school.  Students who bring these items to school will have them confiscated and a parent will need to come to school to retrieve them.

Emergency Blue Cards: Each child needs to have two completed blue emergency contact cards on file (one for the main office and one for the nurse’s office).
  If you have not sent in a completed card with your child, it is past due.  
Also, if any of your contact information has changed since you registered your child, you must contact Ms. Mandell, Pupil Accounting Secretary.  
Changing your information on the blue cards does not change it in the computer you must contact Ms. Mandell, Pupil Accounting Secretary to change the information in the computer.













Dismissal
Please refer to your parent letter sent home on the first day of school for your child’s exit.  Parents should be at the exit at 2:45p.m. to ensure you are on time.  Parents should not park in front of the main entrance or on Ave U in the morning or afternoon.  
These areas must be kept cleared for buses.  Parents must not double or triple park.  Not only is it illegal, it is very dangerous.  The 63rd Precinct will send an officer to write tickets if you are parked illegal.

Extended Day Program
Kindly remember that children attending the Extended Day Program 
may enter the school on Ave U and East 63rd Street for breakfast at 
7:30a.m. Monday  through Thursday.  Instruction starts promptly at 8:00a.m.  
Doors open at 8:10a.m. on Fridays.

Homework Policy When Children Are Absent
If your child is absent for a day or two, your child (age appropriate) should contact a classmate for the homework.  Homework will not be left in the main office for children.  The child should make up homework upon his/her return to school.  If your child will be out for a prolonged period of time, kindly contact the teacher for the particulars of any work that is missed.  Parents should provide an absence note as well upon a child’s return to school. 

October Book of the Month

What Can You Do With A Rebozo?
Written by Carmen Tafolla
Illustrated by Amy Cordova
Pura Belpre Illustrator Honor Book 2009
ALA Award 2009

In a playful celebration of a vibrant culture, a young girl and her family show all the things they do in their daily lives with a rebozo, a traditional Mexican woven shawl.  Lively prose and rich illustrations honor a warm and colorful cultural icon.
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Get to know Dr. Carmen Tafolla by clicking on the link below
http://www.carmentafolla.com/



Get to know Amy Cordova by clicking on the link below
[image: amy cordova]http://santeros.nmsu.edu/about/cordova.html





October School Meals

School Meals for October: 20 school days
Reduced price $5.00	Full price $30.00

Every child at P.S. 236 must have a signed school meal form on file regardless of economic status.

We ask that you return the signed school meal form as soon as possible.  If you are not applying for free or reduced price school meals, please check the box marked “not applying” on the top of the form and fill in the bottom portion of the form.  It is important to include all the information 
in each section that applies to you.  Forms with missing information will be returned to you as incomplete and will NOT be considered for Free or Reduced meals until returned completed.

Kindly note that your child’s status from last school year is carried over into this year until the new status for 2010-2011 is certified.  Families are to pay for meals from the first day of school according the last school year’s status. New families to our school whose children attended private or parochial schools are full price until notification letters go home.   You will receive a letter informing you of the 2010-2011 status based on the financial information you provided sometime in October.   Lunch bills must be paid by the 1st of every month.  Please put your payment in an envelope and mark your child’s name and class on the front.   A receipt for payment will be sent home after your payment is received. 

Breakfast is FREE for all students every school day

Amounts for each month are based on the number of school days in that month 
September   15 school days			Reduced price $3.75		Full price $22.50
October        20 school days			Reduced price	$5.00		Full price $30.00
November   18 school days			Reduced price $4.50		Full price $27.00
December    17 school days			Reduced price $4.25 		Full price $25.50
January         20 school days			Reduced price $5.00		Full price $30.00
February      14 school days			Reduced price $3.50		Full price $21.00
March	        23 school days			Reduced price $5.75		Full price $34.50
April 	        14 school days 			Reduced price	$3.50 		Full price $21.00
May	        21 school days			Reduced price	$5.25		Full price $31.50
June	        19 school days			Reduced price	$4.75		Full price $28.50

Students who wish to purchase milk only during lunchtime the price is 25 cents. Paid daily
Milk choices: Skim//Low Fat/Fat Free or Low Fat Chocolate
If your child only eats school lunch on Pizza Friday you may on that day, lunch is available at a cost of: $1.50 full price or 25 cents reduced price

Payment must be made monthly by cash, check or money order and is due at the beginning of each month.  If payment is made by check or money order, the student’s first and last name and class should be written in the memo area. Please note that there will be a fee of $35.00 for any check returned to us by the bank for insufficient funds.  If a family has more than one check returned for insufficient funds during the school year, the family will no longer be able to pay using a personal check for any school related purchase.  All payments will have to be cash or money order.
If students owe money during the course of the year, at the time of issuance of report cards, report cards will be withheld until payment is made.  
All payments received will be acknowledged with a receipt sent home with your child.



October Calendar of Events

Friday, October 1			Non-attendance day for Pre-K students only
Thursday, October 7			Power of One Assembly – Thank You to the Parent Association
Tuesday, October 12			Parent Association meeting 7:00p.m. Room 118
Friday, October 15			School Picture day.  Flier will be sent home with details 
Monday, October 18			School Leadership Team meeting 3:15p.m. Room 118
Thursday, October 28			Fall Frolic Sponsored by the Parent Association
					Kindergarten – 2nd grade 4:00p.m. – 5:30p.m.
					3rd – 5th grade 6:00p.m. – 7:30p.m.
					Tickets to go on sale in early October
Friday, October 29			Student of the Month assembly


November Calendar of Events

Tuesday, November 2		Election Day – School closed for students
Sunday, November 7			Daylight Savings Time – Set your clocks back
Tuesday, November 9		Parent Teacher Conference – by appointment only
					1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
					5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, November 11		Veterans Day – school closed
Monday, November 15		School Leadership Team meeting 3:15p.m. Room 118
Tuesday, November 16		Parent Association meeting 7:00p.m. Room 118
Wednesday, November 24		Student of the Month assembly
Thursday, November 25		Thanksgiving – school closed
Friday, November 26			School closed
Tuesday, November 30		Parent Association Holiday Boutique starts
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