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5th graders are learning new math concepts every day.  During the month of December, we will be learning how to multiply with two and three digit numbers using whole numbers and decimals. The children will also be learning multiplication clue words so they can identify them when solving word problems.  We are also learning how to play multiplication math games like Roll and Record, Spin and Win, and math Around the World. 

















	We are continuing to study Westward Expansion during the month of December.  The students are learning what life was like during the 1830’s traveling west in Conestoga wagons. They are also learning why many people, called 49er’s traveled to California to search for gold during the Gold Rush.  Can you believe very few of these people struck it rich during this time?
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	 Our fifth grade students will be reading nonfiction books for the month of December.  We will read and learn what the author wants to teach us about a specific topic.  We will read to understand the ideas in nonfiction books and we will teach students to summarize the texts as well as think critically as nonfiction readers.  We will become experts in different nonfiction topics and teach others about what we learned.





During the last part of this unit we will organize texts on specific topics of inquiry for small groups to study.  We will put together books on a single topic for a group of three or four children to read.  Students will learn different perspectives and angles, or teaching them to evaluate conflicting information between texts, and this will push children to acquire greater sophistication as readers of nonfiction.





During writing workshop students will write about the topic they are learning in reading workshop. The goal is to have students write notes in ways that are brief snapshots of the information they have learned.  We will also teach students that there is content- specific vocabulary (for example, “constellations: and “galaxies” if they are reading about the solar system) and they should include these vocabulary words in their writing.  We will have a writing celebration for every student to teach others about what they learned about their topic.
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We are having a blast learning about Swingers and Lifeboats and testing different variables to see how they affect the result of our experiments.  We will be moving into the study of planes and how planes fly in the next month.  Please start talking to your children about famous pilots or people who made flight a part of history. Some of these people were the Wright Brothers and Amelia Earhart. 
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Reader and Writer’s Workshop
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