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Small Learning Communities within NYC High Schools
What are Small Learning Communities (SLCs)?

A Small Learning Communities (SLCs) high school is focused on creating themed, personalized learning environments for all students.  Students in SLCs receive the benefits of a large high school while also developing close relationships with their teachers and other students. The core group of teachers and other adults (including guidance counselors) within each SLC know the needs, interests, and goals of their students and closely monitor their progress – providing the academic attention, enrichment, and interventions that students need to be successful in high school.  SLC teachers work together in creating lessons around the SLC theme and build supports that will improve student outcomes.  Small Learning Communities typically range from 250 – 500 students.  There is one principal for the school, with each SLC led by an assistant principal.
Four Core Elements of SLCs:
· The assistant principal and teachers work together in planning professional development, parent teacher conferences, etc. 
· Dedicated teams of adults focus on one group of students throughout the students’ time in the SLC
· A focus on data to assess progress and performance

· Rigorous curriculum and instruction for all students that is centered on a unifying theme 

One of the primary goals of SLC high schools is to increase the communication between the school staff and parents.  SLC staff, students, and parents work together to help all students succeed.
Current SLC High Schools
Staten Island

· New Dorp High School
Brooklyn

· Westinghouse High School (also CTE*)

· Abraham Lincoln High School

· William H. Maxwell High School (also CTE*)

· Paul Robeson (new SLCs in 2008)
Manhattan 

· Murry Bergtraum High School 

· Norman Thomas High School

· Graphic Comm. Arts High School (also CTE*)

Bronx

· Grace Dodge High School (also CTE*)

· Christopher Columbus High School

· DeWitt Clinton High School

· Alfred E Smith High School (also CTE*)
Queens

· Queens Vocational High School (also CTE*)

· Hillcrest High School

· August Martin High School

· Beach Channel High School

· John Adams High School (new SLCs in 2008).

*Schools with Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs integrate rigorous academic study with workforce skills in specific career pathways. Students participate in programs that meet business and industry standards. Students receive instruction in an industry-related area like business/finance, computer graphics, veterinary science, restaurant management, carpentry, and nursing, among many others. They have the opportunity to graduate high school with industry-specific competencies and skills that lead to postsecondary education, further industry training, and/or entry into the workforce. 
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