SUSAN E. WAGNER HIGH SCHOOL

Gary Giordano, Principal

Department Of English

Andrea Solgan, Assistant Principal Supervision

SUMMER READING: Grade Nine in  September 2008

Directions: All students will read two books. You must read the starred* selection. You may choose your own selection or pick from the list below as your second book. 

Students should expect an exam on the required reading within the first ten days of school. 

The writing assignment will be collected and will count as homework.

For student choice selections, students will follow the instructions for writing below.

Instructions for Writing:

If you read a book of fiction, identify one important character and discuss what motivates the character. Be sure to illustrate your points by referring to quotes and specific scenes in the book (250 – 500 words).

If you read a play, imagine yourself to be a producer who is trying to persuade a group of backers to finance a television production of the play. Write a letter to this group explaining why this play would be appealing to a modern audience of PBS viewers. Include any insightful ideas you might have about actors and actresses who might be “perfect” for particular roles (250 – 500 words).

If you read a nonfiction book, discuss at least three interesting things you learned about people, places or events. Conclude your essay with your reasons for recommending or not recommending the book. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Design a Book Jacket on a piece of 15” by 15” poster.

Required Reading: 

9th Grade & Honors
Code Orange*  by Caroline Cooney
 OR  Don't Look Behind You*    by Lois Duncan

For Your Second Book, Choose Your Own Book or One of the Following:

9th Grade Choice Selections                        Fiction




Hatchet



Gary Paulsen




Flight # 116 Is Down


Caroline Cooney




Never Trust a Dead Man

Vivian Vande Velde




Blue Tights



Rita Williams-Garcia




The Secret Life of Bees*      

Sue Monk Kidd

Stranger With My Face

Lois Duncan







Nonfiction




Growing Up Latino: Memoirs and Stories 









 Harold Augenbraum, editor




Growing Up Asian American
Maria Hong

How Rude! The Teenager Guide To Good Manners, Proper Behavior and Not Grossing People Out                            


Alex J. Packer

It is strongly recommended that you go to your public library as soon as possible and discuss this project with the Librarian.
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Summer Reading:  Grade 10 in September 2008
Directions: All students will read two books. You must read the starred* selection. You may choose another book from the list below as your second book. 

Students should expect an exam on the required reading within the first ten days of school. 

The writing assignment will be collected and will count as homework.

For student choice selections, students will follow the instructions for writing below.

Instructions for Writing :

If you read a book of fiction, identify one important character and discuss what motivates the character. Be sure to illustrate your points by referring to quotes and specific scenes in the book (250 – 500 words).

If you read a play, imagine yourself to be a producer who is trying to persuade a group of backers to finance a television production of the play. Write a letter to this group explaining why this play would be appealing to a modern audience of PBS viewers. Include any insightful ideas you might have about actors and actresses who might be “perfect” for particular roles (250 – 500 words).

If you read a nonfiction book, discuss at least three interesting things you learned about people, places or events. Conclude your essay with your reasons for recommending or not recommending the book. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Design a Book Jacket on a piece of 15” by 15” poster.
Required Reading: 

10th Grade & Honors

Tuesdays With Morrie*      Mitch Albom

Choose One:

10th Grade Choice Selections                        Fiction

The Color of Water by James Mc Bride           Dragon Wings by  Laurence Yep

The Joy Luck Club  by Amy Tan

(Drama) Joe Turner’s Come and Gone


August Wilson







Nonfiction

Hiroshima by John Hersey,
 My Bondage and My Freedom  by Frederick Douglas

Farewell To Manzanar      by Jeanne Houston, James D. Houston



All I Really Need To Know I Learned in Kindergarten  by
Robert Fulghum

It is strongly recommended that you go to your public library as soon as possible and discuss this project with the Librarian.
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Summer Reading: Grade 11 in September 2008
Directions: All students will read two books. You must read the starred* selection. You may choose another book from the list below as your second book. 

Students should expect an exam on the required reading within the first ten days of school. 

The writing assignment will be collected and will count as homework.

For student choice selections, students will follow the instructions for writing below.

Instructions for Writing:

If you read a book of fiction, identify one important character and discuss what motivates the character. Be sure to illustrate your points by referring to quotes and specific scenes in the book (250 – 500 words).

If you read a play, imagine yourself to be a producer who is trying to persuade a group of backers to finance a television production of the play. Write a letter to this group explaining why this play would be appealing to a modern audience of PBS viewers. Include any insightful ideas you might have about actors and actresses who might be “perfect” for particular roles (250 – 500 words).

If you read a nonfiction book, discuss at least three interesting things you learned about people, places or events. Conclude your essay with your reasons for recommending or not recommending the book. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Design a Book Jacket on a piece of 15” by 15” poster.

Required Reading: 

11th Grade Honors                       Kindred
by Octavia Butler
11th Grade : Kindred
by Octavia Butler or Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson-Kaplan SAT Score Raising edition.  *It Must be this edition: Test includes vocabulary.                  
Choose One:
11th Grade Choice Selections                        Fiction



How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent
Julia Alvarez




Parable of the Talents


Octavia Butler




Barrio Boy



Ernesto Galarza




In My Father’s House


Ernest Gaines




Misery




Stephen King




Shoeless Joe



W.P. Kinsella




The Heart is a Lonely Hunter

Carson McCullers




All Bright Court



Connie Porter




Broadway Bound (Drama)                          Neil Simon




Soldier X



Don Wulffson


Kitchen




Banana Yoshimoto


Rave New World
Kaplan- SAT Score Raising Novel by Lynn Hanser






Nonfiction




Sweet Summer



Bebe Moore Campbell




Silent Dancing



Judith Ortiz Cofer

Walden




Henry David Thoreau




Life on the Mississippi


Mark Twain

It is strongly recommended that you go to your public library as soon as possible and discuss this project with the Librarian.
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Summer Reading:   Grade 12 in September 2008
Directions: All students will read two books. You must read the starred* selection. You may choose another book from the list below as your second book. 

Students should expect an exam on the required reading within the first ten days of school. 

The writing assignment will be collected and will count as homework.

For student choice selections, students will follow the instructions for writing below.

Instructions for Writing:

If you read a book of fiction, identify one important character and discuss what motivates the character. Be sure to illustrate your points by referring to quotes and specific scenes in the book (250 – 500 words).

If you read a play, imagine yourself to be a producer who is trying to persuade a group of backers to finance a television production of the play. Write a letter to this group explaining why this play would be appealing to a modern audience of PBS viewers. Include any insightful ideas you might have about actors and actresses who might be “perfect” for particular roles (250 – 500 words).

If you read a nonfiction book, discuss at least three interesting things you learned about people, places or events. Conclude your essay with your reasons for recommending or not recommending the book. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Design a Book Jacket on a piece of 15” by 15” poster.

Required Reading: 

12th Grade
The Lovely Bones*  by Alice Sebold







or Grendel* by John Gardner

12th Grade Honors/Scholars/AP English The Poisonwood Bible*  by Barbara Kingsolver

Choose One:

12th Grade Choice Selections   One or More Selections From the Following Books or Authors:

Richard Adams – Watership Down
Jane Austin – Emma 

Douglas Adams – The Hitchhiker's Guide To The Galaxy
Stephen King 

Terry Brooks –Shannara Series

Douglas Adams - Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency
T.H. White – The Once and Future King
J.R.R. Tolkien – The Hobbit or The Lord of the Rings


It is strongly recommended that you go to your public library as soon as possible and discuss this project with the Librarian.
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ESL 2/3 Summer Reading List 2008
Directions: All students will read one book. You must read the starred* selection. You may choose another book from the list below, if you want. 

Students should expect an exam on the required reading within the first ten days of school. 

The writing assignment will be collected and will count as homework.

Extra Credit: For student choice selections, students will follow the instructions for writing below.

Instructions for Writing:

If you read a book of fiction, identify one important character and discuss what motivates the character. Be sure to illustrate your points by referring to quotes and specific scenes in the book (250 – 500 words).

If you read a play, imagine yourself to be a producer who is trying to persuade a group of backers to finance a television production of the play. Write a letter to this group explaining why this play would be appealing to a modern audience of PBS viewers. Include any insightful ideas you might have about actors and actresses who might be “perfect” for particular roles (250 – 500 words).

If you read a nonfiction book, discuss at least three interesting things you learned about people, places or events. Conclude your essay with your reasons for recommending or not recommending the book. 

EXTRA CREDIT PLUS: Design a Book Jacket on a piece of 15” by 15” poster.

Required Reading: 

ESL


Yo! * by Julia Alvarez

EXTRA CREDIT:

Student Choice Selections                        Fiction



Hatchet



Gary Paulsen




Flight # 116 Is Down


Caroline Cooney




Never Trust a Dead Man

Vivian Vande Velde




Blue Tights



Rita Williams-Garcia



Rave New World An SAT Score Raising Novel by Lynn Hanser



Nonfiction




Growing Up Latino: Memoirs and Stories 
Harold Augenbraum, editor



Growing Up Asian American
Maria Hong

How Rude! The Teenager Guide To Good Manners, Proper Behavior and Not Grossing People Out                            


Alex J. Packer

It is strongly recommended that you go to your public library as soon as possible and discuss this project with the Librarian.
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ESL 1 Summer Reading Assignment 2008
WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT: 

1. Five Listening Logs

Listen to the news on TV or the radio two to three times per week. Write about one news story you heard about. Write the date, topic of the news story and explain what the news story was about in a few sentences. You need to have five listening summaries.

2. Five Newspaper Articles

Read the Newspaper: The Staten Island Advance or The Daily News. Read one news article per week. Cut out the news article and tell what it was about. By September you will need five news articles. Only one article may be about sports. Find articles that inform, persuade and entertain.

3. Poetry

Choose a favorite poem by an author from your country. Bring it to class. Translate it, if possible. Be ready to share this with the class.

4. September: Share With Your Teacher/Class

In September, your teacher will collect your listening logs and news article summaries. Think about all of the news articles you read/heard about during the summer vacation. Which one do you remember most? Why do you remember this story? Write a paragraph about one story you remember most. You will share this paragraph with your teacher and classmates in September.

PARAGRAPH RUBRIC

	CATEGORY 
	Exceeds/Meets Standard
	Meets Standard
	Approaches Standard
	Below Standard

	Support for Topic (Content) 
	Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the storyline is unsupported. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key issues or portions of the storyline are unsupported. 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. 


