PS46Q PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION

64-45 218th Street, Bayside, NY  11364

Telephone:  (718) 423-8395
Fax:  (718) 423-8472
PS46QPTA@gmail.com

Minutes of the P.T.A. General Meeting

September 22, 2011
Meeting was called to order in the school Auditorium at 7:10 PM by Rita Kimmel.

Executive Board Present:  Ourania Gellos, Scott Kimmel, Lorraine Burke, Jessica Vecchia, JiYoung Yang, Susan Delli Paoli, Christine O'Brien, Winnie Chan, Rita Kimmel, Ginetta Stroescu, Joanna Grinberg Ayala and Kassy Lee. 

Before starting the meeting, Mrs. Goldberg, the principal of the school, introduced some of the PS46 teachers who were able to attend this first PTA meeting.  
Secretary’s Report:  presented by Rita Kimmel

After welcoming everybody present, Rita Kimmel introduced the 2011-2012 PTA's Executive Board and the School Leadership Team. A listing of this year's members can be found in the school's newspaper, Kaleidoscope. A review of the minutes from the June 16th, 2011 meeting was presented. A motion to accept was made by Jessica and seconded by JiYoung.
Guest Speaker:  City Councilman Mark S. Weprin

Councilman Weprin has been a great supporter of PS46.  He has helped us in getting a new computer lab and now we are also getting a new kindergarten playground. He is a champion in Education, very passionate about the condition of schools in district 26.  He opposes the intensive standardized testing and he feels that it hurts the students and the professional teaching in general. Teachers are forced to focus way too much on having the students pass the tests instead of feeding the creative and inquisitive mind of each child. Mr. Weprin is available for every one of his constituents and is happy to hear from anyone and help in any way he can.  His office is located on the corner of Bell and 73rd Ave.
President’s Report:  presented by Scott Kimmel
· The membership drive has started. We have collected about $6,000.00 so far and we are expecting more to come. The first class to submit membership donations from 100% of its families will enjoy an Ice Cream Party.  All funds go directly back into the school in an effort to provide the best possible educational experience for every student at PS46.
· We have received a great response to the class list communication we sent out

· Volunteers are needed for all fundraising events and are very appreciated for any time they can give.

· Picture Day will be on October 4th. Lorraine Burke gave a small presentation of the package offered by Life Touch. All orders must be pre-paid if you want your child's picture to be taken. The pictures will be ready in about 4 weeks. Retake day is November 22nd. Volunteers are greatly needed. 
· The Candy Sale will kick off on October 5th. We will also offer prepaid boxes of 52 candy bars (each with a $1.00 coupon for Dunkin Donuts) for $52.00. Our vendor is Ms. Chocolate. Last year this brought in a profit of $600.00. We hope to do even better this year.
· The Fall Festival will be held on October 28th. There will be games, rides, refreshments, a D.J., baskets for raffle and lots of fun. Volunteers will be needed for this event as well as donations for the baskets to be raffled.
· Christine O'Brien talked about starting a girl scout program for girls 10 years and older. Please contact her for any information on the program.
Treasurer’s Report:  presented by Rita Kimmel
The report for June 30th, 2011 was presented. A motion to accept the report was made by Jessica and seconded by Sue. The report for July 31st, 2011 was presented. A motion to accept the report was made by Christine and seconded by Joanna.

Rita is also a "De facto" representative of the PTA's fundraising projects. There are other ways to raise funds for our school in order to supplement our children's education and experience at PS46.

· Box Tops - Clip the Box Top coupons and send them to school or shop at your favorite online stores through www.boxtops4education.com. Up to 15% of your purchase total will be donated to our school.
· Stop and Shop - re-register your Stop and Shop card and a percentage of your purchase will be donated to PS46

· Avon - catalogs are available through Lisa Schisselman or on the Parent Information table in the main lobby. Our school will earn 15% of all sales. Please contact us and we can send you a catalog home with your child.

· Target  - designate PS46 to obtain 1% of all sales made using your Target Redcard
On Saturday November 5th, the United Federation of Teachers presents a free "Parent Education Conference" at Sheraton LaGuardia Hotel in Flushing. Various workshop topics will be discussed to enrich parents understanding.   
Parent Coordinator:  presented by Donna Kodjapashis
Donna K. welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Donna facilitates communication between parents and the school. She works closely with the PTA and principals. Donna is here to help anyone with anything they may need.  Donna talked about the ARIS Parent link available for parents to check on the child's school performance. 
Various Interest Parent participation :  presented by Ms. Kukla, a 5th grade and Project Beyond teacher 
Ms. Kukla is trying to build student interest by offering activities to our children not offered by the general curriculum. She would like to involve parents who have special interests or talents and have them come over at lunch time to share these interests with small groups of students. A sign up sheet is available at the school. This is just another way to expose our children to talent and creativity and build new interests in them. 
Guest Speaker:  Representative for State Assemblyman David I. Weprin

Assemblyman Weprin strongly advocates parent involvement in the school and urges the PS46 parent community to get as involved as possible.  Assemblyman Weprin’s office is on Marathon Parkway and he is always available for parents.
Principal’s Report:  presented by Marsha Goldberg

· In the 10 years as a principal of PS46, the school has grown to 497 students, with 2 more to come.
· We are waiting for the school's report card to be issued at the end of this week and we hope to be an "A" school again.

· Sweet Serendipity program will start soon. Children will be clustered in small groups and work on special areas of interest. Program is open to all students.

· Project Beyond will start soon as well. This program is available only by teacher nomination and it is an enrichment program.

· Every classroom in PS46 has Smart Boards thanks to the partnership with the NY Jets.

· tree planting will take place this year around the building to beautify our school. We will also receive, through one of the parents, 500 daffodil bulbs to plant too. 

· Science fair in November, Art fair in March 

· Winter and Spring concerts are special events at PS46 where we will get the opportunity to hear our JR and SR chorus and our school band (for 3rd to 5th grades)as well. Music teaches community and the school nurtures these activities.

· The school also has a basketball team for the 4th and 5th grades

· There is a cheerleader program for the upper grades

· We do have a geek squad. We will obtain new lap top carts in the computer lab. 

· We will also have games painted in our courtyard so the children can play during recess. We will also get a new score board for the basketball court. 
· Ms. Meyers is a full time, fully appointed guidance counselor. She does our Peer Mediation for children who have difficulty socially and need extra support
· We are trying to have PS46 a Peanut Free school. So far DOE continues to serve peanut butter to children. We have more highly allergic children with Epi pens. We will have a separate table in the lunch room for children with peanut allergies.
· Do not pull up to the school to drop off your children.   The front of the school is a No Standing Zone.  Parents are also double parking on the opposite side of the street and letting their children run across the street to the entrance. This is very dangerous and it is illegal.  Please find a legal parking spot and walk your child to the school.  Neighbors of the school are calling the police to report school parents blocking their driveways.
· Do not come inside the school yard during Morning Line-up. Do not block the entry way. This is a safety hazard for the children 
· Breakfast is free and it begins at 7:30AM
· Phone calls go to the office and not to the classrooms. Messages will be left for the teachers in their in-box. You are welcome to Email the teachers. Due to lack of confidentiality do not discuss your child at drop off or dismissal.

· We did have budget cuts, but fortunately we did not have any teacher or school aide layoffs.

· PTA supports enrichment programs.

· We are not a Title 1 school anymore
· We will again have an overnight trip for the 5th graders.

· The 3rd and 4th graders will have a day trip.
· Mrs. Karalazarides, the assistant principal, welcomed everyone back to school and looks forward to a wonderful year together.
50/50 Drawing:
The total draw was $76 and the winner was Shellee Kwok. Mrs. Kwok donated her winnings back to the PTA.

Dates to Remember:

· Thursday, September 29th and Friday, September 30th - NO SCHOOL - Rosh Hashanah

· Tuesday, October 4th - Fall Picture Day

· Wednesday, October 5th - Candy & Gift Sale Kick Off

· Monday, October 10th - NO SCHOOL - Columbus Day

· Thursday, October 13th - Next PTA meeting 7:00 PM
· Monday, October 24th, - Candy & Gift Sale Ends
· Friday, October 29th - FALL FAMILY FESTIVAL
The next PTA meeting will be on Thursday, October 13th in the Library. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,

Ginetta Stroescu[image: image1.png]




