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Criminal Law/Civil Law

Course Description: 
Criminal Law / Civil Law is a senior level elective offered by the History Department. Criminal law is designed to give the students knowledge of the criminal justice system; it will also focus on the constitutional rights of the accused. Civil law is designed to give students knowledge of the nature of civil law, and the role it plays in resolving disputes and providing fairness in society. Civil law also includes family law. This is a non-regents course. Criminal law is in the fall semester; Civil law is in the spring semester. 

	 

Students are expected to come to class everyday prepared for instruction with: 

1. Loose-leaf paper and binder 
2. Pens for writing
3. Two (2) - Two-Pocket folders for handouts and assignments 

Students will been given a copy of the Street Law textbook which they can keep at home, unless required by the teacher to bring it to class.  Students will also be given handouts to supplement the textbook. Textbooks must be returned at the end of the year. Students do not have to return the handouts. 

Units of Study/Essential Questions: 

Unit 1 – The Role of Law in Society
Essential Questions:	1) Why does society have laws?
			2) How does the courts system explain and interpret the laws for 
			    society?
		
Unit 2- The Criminal Justice System
Essential Questions 	1) How is a person processed in the criminal justice system from the beginning to the end?
	2) How does the Constitution and the Court System play a role in protecting the civil liberties of the accused?  

Unit 3-The definition of crime and the different categories of criminal offenses
Essential Questions:	1) How does the law define crime?
			2) How does the law distinguish between major and minor
    offenses?
			3) How are victims of crime protected by the law?

Unit 4-Civil Law
Essential Questions- 	1) Why does society have civil law?
			2) How is civil law different from criminal law?
			3) How does civil law help resolve disputes between people and provide
    fairness in society? 


Unit 5 – Family Law
Essential Questions- 	1) Why does society have family law?
	2) How does the law define marriage and family?
	3) How does the law protect the rights of family members?
	4) How does the law allow for marriages and families to be dissolved?

Additional Topics:	Teen rights and Juvenile law will be incorporated into the above topics as appropriate.

Course Expectations: 
· Every day, students are expected to come to class on time and prepared for instruction
· Students are expected to participate in class. This includes asking and answering questions, engaging in class discussion and most importantly taking part in all class activities. 
· Students are expected to show respect to their classmates and teacher 
· Students are expected to complete all class and home assignments on-time. 

Attendance Requirement:
· Students who have five (5) or more unexcused absences or excessive lateness will have five (5) points deducted from their average for that making period. An unexcused absence is any absence in which a student does not bring a note from the parent with a phone number or a doctor’s note, explaining the absence. Excessive lateness is a lateness of 15 minutes or more, in which a student does not have a valid pass or medical note explaining the lateness. 

Course Objectives: 
Critical Reading Skills-Students will be taught to read and analyze Supreme Court & Lower Court Decisions. The students will be taught the legal terminology needed to help in the reading and analyzing of Supreme Court& Lower Court decisions.

Critical Writing Skills-Students will be expected to develop the skills needed to write a persuasive essay. An important component of the law is the ability to convince a judge and/or a jury of your position in a court case.

Class Discussion-Students should be able to effectively engage in small and large group discussions. Students should be able to express their ideas and opinions in a mature and intelligent manner. Students should also learn to respect the ideas and opinions of those who disagree with them. 
	
Course Requirements: 

Grading Policy:
Student grades will be calculated based on a variety of class assessments. 



Essays, Tests, and Projects			50%
Classwork /Participation / Quizzes 		20%
Homework					20%
Notebook. 					10%
-------------------------------------------------------------		

100% 



Late Assignments - Make-up Work: 

All assignments are expected to be handed in on time. If a homework assignment is late, five (5) points will be deducted from the homework grade for the late assignment. If a project, essay or term paper is late, 10% will be deducted from the grade. 

Missed tests must be made-up upon return to class.

Students who are absent are responsible for making up missing work (make-up work will only be accepted if accompanied by an excuse note from a parent with a working phone number). 

The class website is: www.cuomosite.com/law.html. All homework assignments, projects and test review sheets will be posted on this site. 

Plagiarism/Cheating: 
Plagiarism and Cheating will be punished with a zero and a referral to the dean (Since I am the dean, your parent will be called).

Assessments: 
Students will be assessed though the use of tests, classwork, homeworks and projects.
The final examination will be a cumulative exam.

Projects: 
Examples of projects include a letter to a Congress Person, persuasive essays, charts, and a research paper.
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