Advanced Placement United States History

Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy, 2010 – 2011
Mr. Cushing – Room 319

E-mail: wcushing@schools.nyc.gov

“The past is not dead.  It’s not even past.”

- William Faulkner

General Introduction to the Study of U.S. History

The writer James Baldwin once observed that history “does not refer merely, or even principally, to the past.  On the contrary, the great force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within us, that history is literally present in all that we do.”  As Baldwin understood, the force of history is alive in our own world.  Especially in a political democracy like the United States, whose government is designed to rest on the consent of informed citizens, knowledge of the past is essential.  In fact, nearly every question facing our nation today has its foundation in the constantly evolving history of the American people and landscape: questions of national identity; of economic, racial, and gender equality; issues of war and international diplomacy; debates over homeland security, civil liberties, immigration, and the natural environment.  Such questions are not only relevant today, but have in fact been debated for several generations by diverse groups of Americans.

The broad aim of a high school course in American History is to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials of our nation’s history, to help students become the informed citizens on whom the United States will rely in the future.

The Advanced Placement (AP) Course

The purpose of the national Advanced Placement Program is to provide a select group of high school students with the opportunity to work on a college level.  In the words of the College Board, “the program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.”

The National AP Examination


The Advanced Placement Program of the College Board affords students the opportunity to receive college credit for AP classes by successfully passing the national examination administered on Friday, May 6, 2011.  The exam is three hours and five minutes in length and has both a multiple-choice and an essay section.  It is scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with scores of 3, 4 or 5 considered “passing scores.”

Section 1: Multiple Choice—80 questions to be answered in 55 minutes. (worth 50% of total score)

Section 2: a) DBQ—15 minute reading period, followed by 45 minutes for the DBQ essay (worth 22.5% of total score)

b) Free Response Essay (pick 1 of 2 choices)—35 minutes recommended (worth 13.75% of total score)

c) Free Response Essay—(pick 1 of 2 choices) 35 minutes recommended (worth 13.75% of total score)

In both the multiple choice and the writing sections of the AP Exam, the following historical approaches are reflected: political history (35%); social history (35%); diplomatic history (15%); economic history (10%); cultural/intellectual history (5%).

New York State Regents Exam

In addition to the AP Exam in May, students will take the New York State Regents Exam in June 2011 with all other 11th graders.  The format of the Regents Exam is similar to that of the AP Exam, but the material is of course much less comprehensive.  It is generally the case that students who have succeeded in the AP course do very well on the Regents Exam.

Our Course Specifics

Textbook:  

The American Pageant, 13th ed., by Kennedy, Cohen and Bailey.

Unit Study:

Our course is divided into 15 units of study, with roughly two weeks devoted to each.  Within each unit of study, students should expect to complete:

· 1 multiple choice test

· 1 in-class essay (either a DBQ or Free Response essay)

· Extensive nightly reading assignments and guided reading notes (these must be hand-written)
· Various other assignments (primary source analysis, reflective writing, projects, etc.)

· Participation in seminar-style class discussion

The unit schedule with corresponding chapters from American Pageant is on the next page…

	UNIT
	DATES
	American Pageant Reading

	Native Americans and European Exploration
	September 8 – September 17
	Chapter 1

	British Colonies thru French and Indian War
	September 20 – October 1
	Chapter 2 – 6

	Revolutionary War
	October 4 – October 15
	Chapter 7 – 8

	Experiments in Government
	October 18 – October 29
	Chapter 9 – 10

	Early National Period thru Era of “Good Feelings”
	November 1 – November 10
	Chapter 11 – 12

	Age of Jackson
	November 12 – November 24
	Chapter 13 – 15, 17

	Causes of the Civil War
	November 29 – December 10 
	Chapter 16, 18 – 19

	Fighting the Civil War and Reconstruction
	December 13 – December 23
	Chapter 20 – 22

	Industrialization, Immigration, Populism
	January 3 – January 14
	Chapter 23 – 26

	Imperialism and Progressivism
	January 18 – February 4
	Chapter 27 – 29

	World War I, 1920s, 1930s
	February 7 – March 4
	Chapter 30 – 33

	World War II
	March 7 – March 18
	Chapter 34 – 35

	Cold War, Civil Rights Movement
	March 21 – April 1
	Chapter 36 – 38

	1968 thru Modern America
	April 4 – April 15
	Chapter 39 – 42

	AP EXAM REVIEW
	April 27 – May 5
	………




After the AP Exam in May, students will complete a historical research paper on a topic of their choice.  We will pick up with Regents review in the beginning of June.  

Grading Policy

Students and parents should be aware that a large percentage of the grade is based on multiple choice tests and in-class essays.  These assessments are designed to help prepare students for the rigorous AP exam, and will thus cover a significantly greater body of information than students may be accustomed to.  In addition, nightly homework will consist primarily of reading assignments for which the student is responsible for mastery of the factual information.  There are very few “simple” assignments where students can improve their grade merely by completing the work, and there is NO extra credit work.

Also, I will be using SnapGrades; please follow your grades online.
Homework                       15%

Projects                            10%

Class Participation           10%

In-Class Essays                30%

Tests                                 35%

Policy on Make-Up Work, Late Work, etc.

· Given that AP U.S. History is now a single-period class, the majority of your homework assignments will be Guided Reading Notes (GRN) to accompany The American Pageant.  It is crucial that students not fall behind, therefore absolutely no late homework will be given credit without a signed note accompanying your excused absence.

· REMEMBER: It is your responsibility to check with your fellow students and get any notes or explanations from a trusted classmate in the event that you must miss class.

· Students excused for school-sponsored activities (sports, dance, music, student-government, field trips, etc.) are expected to submit the work before the absence for the activity.  Be responsible and plan ahead!

· If any project or take-home assignment (besides homework) is submitted late, I will deduct 10% off the original grade you would have received for each day the assignment is late.
· Exams missed due to absence are to be taken immediately upon your return to school – either at Lunch or at 2:45 pm.  Please be advised that missed exams or in-class essays may warrant a parent-teacher conference and could result in your removal from the class if it becomes excessive.

· You are strongly encouraged to let me know if you are going to miss class beforehand so that we can make a plan together for when work can be made up.

NOTE:  Homework Sheets will be distributed at the start of each week containing assignments, due dates, and other relevant information to the current unit of study.

Class Expectations

· The first and most important rule is: NO TALKING UNLESS I CALL ON YOU!

· RESPECT your classmates, your teacher, and yourself at all times in my classroom.

· Arrive on time with all required materials (listed below).

· You MUST sign the Late Book if you arrive late.  Three (3) days late will result in an automatic detention.

· Do not pack up until told to do so.

· Please use the bathroom before school or during lunch.

· Cell Phones, iPods, MP3 Players, etc. are not allowed in school.  If seen, I am mandated to take them from you and give them to your dean.
· Remember that your personal honor and integrity are a crucial part of who you are as a person and as a citizen.  Therefore, I expect that you will do all of your own work at all times.  Plagiarism or cheating will be punished with a zero on the assignment in question, a call home, and a referral to your class dean.
· Respect the opinions and ideas of your peers—whether or not you agree with them.  Discussion and debate will play an extremely important role in our AP course, so it is very important that all students feel comfortable expressing their opinions and their questions in class.

· Keep in mind that I want all of you to do well.  I am very happy you have all elected to be in the AP course, and I know it will be a challenging and rewarding year for all of us.  The AP experience may place greater demands on students than those to which they are accustomed, and I highly encourage you to meet with me from time to time to overcome any problems you are having.  I am available after school or during Lunch, by appointment, and I look forward to the opportunity to help students one-on-one if they are experiencing difficulty with the course material.

Discipline Policy for Rule Violation

* 1st Offense:          Verbal Warning

* 2nd Offense:         Phone Call Home and Lowering of Class Participation Grade

* 3rd Offense:         Referral to High School Dean

Required Materials

· A 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper.  A section reserved for AP U.S. History in a larger binder is also okay.

· At least 3 dividers MUST be used to make separate sections for: homework (reading notes); handouts; essays.

· It is NOT okay to only use a notebook and a folder for AP US History.
· A pen or pencil must be brought to class every day.
· Your American Pageant textbook is always to stay at home.

Please return this page to Mr. Cushing by Wednesday, September 15.

It will count as homework.
A Note to Parents:

I am fully committed to your child’s education.  In addition to class time, I will be available for extra help after school or during Lunch, by appointment.  I have a busy schedule, as I am also the head coach of the boys’ soccer team and the girls’ basketball team, but I always try to be flexible and I simply ask to be notified by your child so that we can set up a time to meet.  Also, I am always available to any parent and welcome your communication.

You can reach me by phone at RKA or via email: wcushing@schools.nyc.gov

Below is a copy of the student/parent contract.  Please make sure you sign it after reviewing the guidelines, procedures and expectations for AP U.S. History discussed in this packet.

Thank you and I look forward to meeting you soon!

Sincerely,

Will Cushing
__________          __________          __________          __________          __________          _______
Student/Parent Contract

I have read and understand the guidelines and procedures for Mr. Cushing’s AP U.S. History class and have shared them with my parent(s) or legal guardian.

Student’s Name: ____________________________________ 

Student’s Signature: _________________________________

Parent Name: __________________________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________    
Contact Phone Number:
___________________________________

Parent Email Address: ____________________________________________________
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