MS/HS 141 – RIVERDALE KINGSBRIDGE ACADEMY

ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY (FALL SEMESTER)
Policies and Procedures – Fall 2010
Course Overview:
AP World History is the equivalent of a college-level survey course in world history. The course is designed to help you gain the higher-order thinking skills you will need to be successful in college. For example, you will analyze primary sources and develop your ability to identify point of view, context, and bias in these sources. You will develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes while assessing issues of change and continuity over time. You will also make comparisons among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes. All course activities will help you to develop your skills in preparation for the AP World History Exam.
AP World History Themes:
1. Interaction between humans and the environment

· Demography and disease; migration; patterns of settlement; technology

2. Development and interaction of cultures

· Religions; philosophies and ideologies; science and technology; art and architecture

3. State-building, expansion, and conflict

· Political structures and forms of governance; empires 

4. Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems

· Agricultural and pastoral production; trade and commerce; labor systems

5. Development and transformation of social structures

· Gender roles and relations; family; racial/ethnic constructions; social/economic classes

Topics of Study (Fall Semester):
	1) Transformations in Europe (1500-1750)

	2) American Colonial Societies (1530-1770)

	3) The Atlantic System and Africa (1550-1800)

	4) Empires in the Middle East and Asia (1450-1800) 

	5) Political Revolutions and Industrialization (1750-1850)

	6) Imperialism (1750-1870)


Texts:
You will receive a copy of The Earth and Its Peoples. You do not need to bring it to class. 

· Bulliet, Richard et al. The Earth and Its Peoples. Boston: Houghton Mifflin; 4th AP ed., 2008.
· Reilly, Kevin. Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s; 3d ed., 2009.

A variety of other primary and secondary sources will be used during the course.
Materials:

	Required: 
	3-ring binder with dividers; folder; loose leaf paper; blue or black pens; #2 pencils; 

	Recommended:
	small dictionary; highlighters; 3-hole punch


Classroom Behavior:

It is imperative that we maintain an atmosphere of mutual respect in the classroom at all times. Verbal disrespect and disruption of fellow students or the teacher may result in disciplinary action. Of course, all RKA rules apply in class. 
Lateness & Absence:
If you are late to class, you MUST sign the late book, regardless of whether or not you have a pass. It is impossible to fully participate in class if you are late or absent. Therefore, excessive lateness and/or absence will negatively affect your class participation grade. When you are absent, you must present me with a signed note from a doctor or parent. If you are absent for an extended period of time due to illness, you must contact me to discuss how you will make up the work. 
Late Work:

No work will be accepted more than three days after the due date. Grades will be deducted 10% for each day late. Absence from class is not an acceptable excuse for late work. If you are absent, you are responsible for contacting me or your homework buddy in order to stay up-to-date. Work not completed in the required time will be recorded as a “zero”. There will be no option to make up the work later. Computers and printers break down and sometimes don’t work – it happens all the time. You need to know this and compensate by not waiting until the last minute to print your work. This WILL NOT be a valid excuse for late work!
E-mailed Work:

If you are absent from class, you may submit work to me via e-mail. Please do so only in the case of sickness, medical emergency, or other extended absence.
Makeup Tests and Essays:
After a test or in-class essay is completed, I will announce a makeup date. If you are absent on the original date, the makeup date is your chance to make up the test or essay. Makeups will be offered after school in Room 330.
Presentation of Work:

Papers and projects must be typed and must fit the following specifications:

· Black ink on white paper

· Double-spaced

· 12-point Arial or Times New Roman

· 1-inch margins on top, bottom, and sides

Plagiarism/Cheating:

Plagiarism is using someone’s words or ideas without giving them credit. We will discuss the proper format to use when crediting sources. Directly copying words from the internet will not only result in a grade of “zero,” but is also a violation of RKA rules and may be dealt with as a discipline issue. The same goes for cheating or helping someone to cheat. Make sure your work is your own!

Grading:

Your grade will be based upon tests, quizzes, essays, homework, classwork, projects, notebook checks, class participation, and a final exam. Your grade will be determined as follows:
	Tests/Quizzes/Essays/Projects
	Homework
	Classwork
	Notebook

	50%
	20%
	20%
	10%














Instructor: Mr. Sforza	Room: 330	Email: psforza@schools.nyc.gov









