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High School Required Music

Course Description:


The purpose of this course is to give the student an overview of the subject of music. Students will learn to read and interpret music .  Each student will be given the opportunity to learn the basics of playing an instrument.   In addition students will be exposed to different genres of music that fall outside the realm of popular music.


Class Materials:


Students are expected to come to class ever day prepared for instruction  

           with:

1. Mouthpiece or drumsticks

2. Pen and pencil (writing in music is done in pencil)

3. A notebook or a section of a notebook for notes. 

Unit of Study/Essential Questions:

Unit 1: How to listen to music

           Essential Question:  How do you know what the notes on the staff mean?

Unit 2-Assembling an instrument and getting a sound.  Beginning to learn where the notes are on the instrument.  

Essential Question:  How do you begin to play music on your instrument?

Unit 3-We will begin to work through the method book Band Expressions. This includes learning and playing musical pieces from the book. Essential Question: How do you play a song and make it sound like music

Unit 4-If time permits, students will begin to work on concert music.  Those students who show the ability, will be given a chance to play some of this music in the Spring Festival

Essential Question: How do you prepare a musical piece for performance?

Course Expectations

· Students are expected to be at every class

· Students are expected to be in class on time.

· Students are expected to be prepared for class.

· Students are expected to participate in class and play their instruments.

· Students are expected to listen to music that is played in class silently and with full attention.

· Students are expected to turn in all written assignments on time.

Course Objectives

Students will learn to read music and play it on their instrument.  This will 

           include learning to interpret a piece of music so that they can play it in an 

           intelligent way.

Students will learn the mechanics of playing an instrument.  They will 

develop an understanding of how the instrument works and the technical 

ability to play the instrument.

Course Requirements

Grading Policy:

Class participation including playing your instrument


50%

Tests (both playing and written)





25%

Written Assignments






25%

