Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment for Incoming 9th Grade

In your ninth grade literature class you will be studying World Myths and Folktales, the Ancient Middle East, Greek and Roman Literature, as well as Japanese and Chinese Literature.

In order to prepare for class in September, you will be required to read one of the following books:

· Spirit Walker – Nancy Wood

· Native Heart: An American Odyssey – Gabriel Horn

· Touching the Fire: Buffalo Dancing, The Sky Bundle, and Other Tales – Roger Welsh

· Messenger of the Gods: Tribal Elders Reveal the Ancient Wisdom of the Earth – James Gowain

· Last of the Mohicans – James Fenimore Cooper

· Rising Voices: Writings of Young Native Americans – Hirschfelder

· The Odyssey – Homer (Fagles translation recommended)

· The Iliad – Homer (Fagles translation recommended)

· Chinese Handcuffs – Chris Crutcher

· The Light in the Forest – Conrad Richter 

· Greek Gods – Bernard Evslin

Assignment:

Select a book to read (please make use of your local library)

· Choose one of the following assignments:

1. Write a paper that answers the following questions:

· Is there a hero in this book?

· What attributes does the character or characters possess?

· What heroic deeds are accomplished?

· How did the hero make sense of his world?

· What challenges did he face?

· What did you learn from reading this book?

2. Write a paper that tells how the book you have read clarifies issues, presents familiar 

themes, or reveals new insights about individuals or another culture.  Be sure to use specific details and examples to support your views.

3. Write a paper that explains how the book you read reinforces or alters your preconceived 


ideas about a particular culture or group of people.  Be sure to use specific details and examples to support your views.

You are expected to have this paper the first week of school.  This paper will count as your first grade.  In addition, you may be asked to do a presentation.

