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Special thanks to the following museums for their extraordinary commitment to the engagement of families in Region 3 in support of parent involvement

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

The Morgan Library

The Museum of Modern Art

The Museum of the City of New York
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Greetings To All:

Welcome to the Region 3 Family Museum Project. This booklet has been designed to help you as a parent and your child’s first teacher, take optimal advantage of the amazing journey of opportunity that is at your fingertips. I begin this journey with you by asking a question. “When was the last time you accompanied your child on a visit to a museum?” Not to worry, you’re not alone. Cultural institutions throughout New York City have partnered with the Region 3 Office of Parent Engagement to provide these incredible opportunities to each and every Region 3 family. We applaud the ground breaking efforts of these museums in working with the New York City Department of Education in such a collaborative and innovative manner. 

During the upcoming NYC DoE school recess periods, February 19 – February 23, 2007 and April 2 – April 10, 2007, all Region 3 families are invited to use the family passes that accompany this guide and are entitled to free admission. The passes are valid during these dates only so please take full advantage of them during these times. Explore, discover and experience together with your children why New York City is recognized as the hub for culture, art and theater throughout the world. This user friendly guide has been developed in a very simple format to be used as a springboard to learning. It will help you plan your trips so that you can acquire the full benefits of what each fine museum has to offer.

Please join me in extending our undying gratitude to The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Morgan Library and Museum, The Museum of the City of New York and the Museum of Modern Art. They embody the belief that engaged parents are essential to the achievement of our children and have demonstrated that with these wonderful opportunities. Please visit these amazing places of learning and return to them often. Don’t forget to have fun too!  I look forward to our paths crossing at the museum so we can exchange some Accountable Talk about art and its influence on integrated instruction. 

Warmest Regards,

Marsha Tom

Regional Director of Parent Support

NYC Department of Education, Region 3

Getting Ready for Your Museum Visit
Before actually visiting a museum, parents may want to talk with their children about what they will see and experience. A little research goes a long way. Discussing what the museum has to offer may motivate and inspire children prior to the visit. Spontaneous trips can also work in your favor. Surprises always seem to spark excitement and enthusiasm. Regardless of what type of museum you visit, all museums are places filled with wonderful learning opportunities that can reinvigorate old ideas, inspire new ones and jolt those critical thinking skills. Here are some tips that will help you make your museum visit much more worthwhile.

· Logistics: Be sure to find out the hours of admission, fees, discounts, travel directions, etc. Many museums offer a suggested donation to the museum while others have a set price. Some museums also have special days when admission is free. 
· Research and Explore: Brainstorm with your children about their interests and curiosities. Children are more apt to be motivated when they have shown an interest in what the museum has to offer.

· School: Speak to your child’s teacher to find out what they are studying or about to study that you can supplement with a visit to a specific museum that will add such important experiential qualities for a child.

The Big Day – Remember to Make it Fun Too
Planned or not, a visit to the museum can be very exciting. Always remember to infuse as much fun as you can into every learning experience. As you reflect back on your own learning, you will remember that the most memorable were also the ones that you enjoyed. Here are some suggestions that can turn a typical visit to an exiting adventure.

· Majority Rules: Agree on which exhibits or galleries would be to your child’s advantage. Let them play a decision making role in choosing some of the things that you will visit.
· Scavenger Hunts: Create a list of items that each member of the family must locate, identify and document. Families can even break up into teams for this as it becomes more competitive. When you regroup, share and exchange information about what each of you saw, experienced and peaked an interest.

· Games: Use game philosophies when moving through the exhibits and galleries. Think about using the museum as a tool for exploration into color, objects, geographical locations, medium, time frame, textures, similarities and differences. 
· Q & A: Be prepared to answer many, many questions from the inquisitive minds. More importantly, be prepared to ask just as many questions. Ask your child thought provoking-open ended questions about what they are looking at. The human senses come into full play.

Ask your child:

* What do you see?

*Why do you see this?

* Where have you seen this before?

*What happened here?

* How does this compare to other things?

* How is this different or the same?

* How does this make you feel?

* Why does it make you feel this way?

* What impact does this have?

· Learning in a Nutshell: There is a wealth of information in every exhibit. We need to recognize the enormous learning opportunities that are at our fingertips. All children do not learn the same way. Parents can help children expand and excel when they hone in on their particular learning style and provide the important and appropriate experiential opportunities. Is your child a kinesthetic, auditory or visual learner? 
* Kinesthetic learners respond through feeling. They prefer  

   to touch and feel objects which helps them learn.

* Auditory learners respond through hearing. They prefer to 
   read aloud and be read to. This helps them improve their 

  understanding.

* Visual learners respond through sight. They prefer to see 

   graphics, pictures, charts and diagrams.
· Lessons to be Learned: Children are constantly using their critical thinking skills as they stroll through a museum. Unfamiliar objects spark interest, questions and curiosity. This in turn begins the learning wheel to roll. A child’s mind begins to compute questions and possible answers to everything that they observe, hear and feel. Skills that they develop include their abilities to:
* Compare and Contrast

* Drawing Conclusions

* Make Predictions

* Distinguish Fact from Fiction

* Identify and Classify
* Describe What They Observe

* Explain and Summarize

· Gift Shop: Though it’s always fun to visit and purchase items in the museum’s gift shop, delay this till the end of your visit. This will allow you to not only purchase items that pertain to your child’s new interest, but will also not deter from the experiences of your visit.

After Your Visit Think About…………………….
Following your visit to the museum, continue motivating your child by using a variety of strategies to keep them motivated and excited. Be creative yourself and turn the new interest into an art or science project at home.

· Libraries: Visit the library to further explore a topic that may have sparked an interest in your child.

· Internet: Take advantage of your computer and begin searching the web for a fountain of information that is available on any topic that you can imagine. 

· Another Museum Visit: Visit a particular museum which specializes in the topic that interests your child.

· Projects: Parents don’t have to wait for a teacher to assign a collaborative project. Pick something to work on together with your child. Collaborative projects are wonderful opportunities for families to explore and discover while bonding. 

WHAT IS PROCESSING AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT ?

Processing is just a technical term for a discussion that will, “get to the nitty gritty of things.” Whenever you conduct an activity, it usually should be followed with a processing session. Whenever you process following an activity, the activity can become even more beneficial and enlightening for all. As a proactive parent, remember that it is not your role to understand everything about art and what everything you are looking at means. However, it is your role to engage your child in meaningful conversations about art and what they are observing through Accountable Talk. It is not necessary for you to be an expert. It is important for you to motivate your child by asking open-ended questions that require use of their critical thinking skills. Helping a child to discern fact from fiction and to draw conclusions can be very exciting when done through the artwork.

Engage your child with questions, even when you may know the answer yourself. It is your obligation through processing that will help your child discover and better understand our world.  The most important skill that you need to develop in processing is the skill to ask questions. There are key questions that should be asked when processing. These questions may include but are not limited to:

· What happened here?

· Why do you think that this happened?

· Who do you think they are?

· Why are they doing what they are doing?

· How are we involved with this picture/artwork?

· Why did the artist create the work this way?

· How could this have been done differently and why?

· Who is involved in this?

· How does this affect each of us?

· What can I/we do about it?

· What should happen from this point on?

· Do you agree with what you see?

This type of sharing will motivate a healthy discussion that will reveal much to you and your child. It will give your child an opportunity to do a great deal of thinking and assessment regarding a situation or their observations, which will eventually impact on their life skills. 


A great deal can be revealed during processing. It is an opportunity for true learning for everyone whether or not each person has the expertise to understand what they are looking at. If a child walks away from artwork thinking about something from a new perspective, comfortable or uncomfortable, you have fulfilled part of your responsibility as a child’s first teacher by also helping them to possibly move out of their “comfort zone.” The important point is that you have stirred something up for them to think about.
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SCAVENGER HUNT
Find 3 paintings that are self-portraits. Who was in each of the pictures?

1.













2.













3.













Did you see a mummy? In what section of the museum did you see it?

Can you find 4 dogs?   Where did you see them?
1.













2.
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Was the Chinese garden inside or outside of the museum?

What structure was taken apart, moved from the Nile River, brought here to this museum and rebuilt piece by piece?

Who was Louis Comfort Tiffany? What did he make? Where were they used?

Who 














What 













Where 













Who believed that cats were sacred? Where did you see statues of them?

Who 














Where 













MUSEUM BINGO
Fill in the boxes with your own ideas from each museum and PLAY!
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MT:12/03     This workshop was created and developed by Marsha Tom, Region 3 Director of Parent Support
