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College Guidance Counselor
Anatomy of a College Application
The Transcript

Although the college admission process can be highly subjective and arbitrary, most admission officers agree that the high school transcript is one of the most important components of your application.  A student’s grades and courses play a critical role in the evaluation of an application.  Grades demonstrate maturity, motivation and aptitude.  The difficulty of the courses selected give admission officers an idea of how far you are willing to challenge yourself.

Standardized Test Results

No one likes the idea of their college admission hinging on the results of a three hour exam, but until someone comes up with a better solution, colleges will continue to use standardized test scores to set applicants apart.  While it is true that colleges have recently been downplaying the importance of test results, looking up the mean test score for admitted first year students at a particular school will give you an idea of the benchmark applicants are measured against.

The Essay

An applicant’s essay is evaluated based on its content, format and style.  Although admission officers do not put as much weight on the essay as they do on your transcript and test scores, it is still an important part of your application.  A great essay can be the difference between admission and rejection when you are being compared with someone with a similar GPA and test scores.

Resume

Admission committees use your resume to get a quick snapshot of your non-academic achievements and interests.  As colleges attempt to recruit students with varying talents and interests, your resume can be a valuable tool in helping stand out from the crowd.

Baseline Profile

Your ethnicity, your gender, your educational and economic background, geography, athleticism and legacy are some of the variables that make up your “baseline profile”. 

