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You are now in the ninth grade.  As a first year high school student, take yourself to task!

Study! Study! Study! You are responsible for your academic success. Colleges look at your entire transcript. 

Develop excellent study skills and learn to manage your time wisely. Time management is crucial to the successful student. Handle your business!  If you are experiencing difficulty in a class, see your teacher or the Assistant Principal of that department to find out when tutoring is available. 

While maintaining good grades, investigate clubs and activities in Madison and in your community that will afford you the opportunity to develop your unique interests, abilities and leadership skills. Consider becoming a volunteer in your community. Get involved! Do not wait until junior and senior year then rush to “pad” your resume. College Admission Counselors find this very unconvincing. Colleges want to see enthusiasm and commitment. 

Make yourself useful by volunteering to be a dependable school monitor, during lunch or a free period. 

Keep your appointments with your Guidance Counselor.  Your Guidance Counselor is your advocate and can explain to you how your four year curriculum will meet college requirements. Take the most challenging courses that you can handle. If you intend to take Advanced Placement (AP) courses, beginning sophomore year, discuss the benefits with your Guidance Counselor.

Go to www.madisonhs.org.  Click The College Office tab.  Go to 100 Words Every High School Graduate Should Know.  Begin defining and incorporating these words into your vocabulary. 
Obtain a Social Security number, if you don’t have one.

Talk with your parents/guardians; they play a pivotal role in the college process. Research careers and discuss your interests and goals with your parents; let them help you.

Useful websites: 
CAREER PLANNING
	Occupational Outlook Handbook
	http://www.bls.gov/oco
	Job search tips and  information about specific occupations



	Career Key
	http://www.careerkey.com
	Career resources including resume writing, career articles and industry links



	U.S. Dept. of Labor Career Site
	http://www.careervoyages.gov
	Career exploration and industry search 

	Career Zone
	http://www.nycareerzone.org
	Career assessment and information on over 900 different careers



	Queendom Tests
	http://www.queendom.com/tests/career/index.html
	Free tests including Career, IQ, Personality, etc.



	Princeton Review
	http://www.princetonreview.com/cte/quiz/default.asp
	Princeton Review Career Assessment



	Salary.com
	http://www.salary.com
	What are you worth?



	Career Intelligence Solutions
	http://www.obik.com/sitemapIndex.htm
	Information regarding career transitions, personal and professional development



	My Majors
	http://www.mymajors.com
	Advice on university majors and college majors


COLLEGE INFORMATION & SEARCH SITES

	All About College
	http://www.allaboutcollege.com
	Undergraduate & Graduate School Information




Summer Suggestions

Read! Read! Read!

Prepare for sophomore year!  Are you eligible?  Go to www.tellurideassociation.org.  
